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THE 


Preſent State 
CONVOCATION, 


"IN A 
Full Relation of Proceedings, in ſeveral of 
the late Seſfions, Corretting the Mi- 


flakes of the Pretended FAa1iTHFUL 
ACCOUNTS, Cc. 


SIR, 
Have perus'd, as you deſire, the Printed Sheet, Entituled, 
A Faithfal Account of ſome Tranſacł ions, in the three laſt 
Seſſions of the Preſent Convocation, Mumb. 1. and when 
I had run it over, I turned back to the Title, and won- 
dred at it. A Fatthful Account thought I | when to 
my own knowledge, and upon the Aſſurance of ſeveral 
Members, there be fo many Particulars miſrepreſented, and e- 
ven ſome entirely miſtaken; as you'l be ſoon convinc't. But that 
which ſurprized me moſt in the Title, is Mumb. r. which, 
upon a Promiſe at the end of the Letter, to fend Larger Accdunts 
for the future, made me underitand it as a Specimen of the 
Presbiter Poſt,or che Convocational Courant to be con- 
tinued weekly, or at leaſt every Seſſion. And accotdingly, in 7 or 8 
Days time, I ſaw the next in order markt, Mumb. 2. and 
a Promiſe in it, to give the Writers Senſe, and that of tbe whole 
Houſe, upon another matter before ono at, moans ends, p. 2 | 
| ook 
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ſhook my Head at this inſolent Liberty, for I thought it New and 
Wicked. — | 

It appears to have been the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of former 

Convocations, to keep their Debates within their own Walls and 

Journals: Their final Ad, were: duly promulg d; but all their 

preparatory Counſels were confin'd to a becoming Silence. And 

therefore to reſtrain the petulant huwmouref fome forward Mem- 

bers in the Lower-Houfe, the Preſſdent did oſten enjoin em, not 

to divulge any part of their Debates, before they came to a 

proper Iſſue; nor to deliver out a Copy of any Papers lying be- 

fore 'em, Ann. 1640. Con voc. T. Seſſ. 5. p. 61 * The moſt 

* Reverend: with conſent of his Brethren. ordeted, That no Bi- 

« ſhop, or any one of the Clergy; ſhould. give any Copies of, 

* or diſcouſe abroad concerning any Canon to be made, till Fi- 

* niſhtand Ratified by the King, under pain of Suſpenſion to 

any of the Clergy for three Months; and of Synodical Ad- 

” * monition to any of the Biſhops; and commanded the Prolo- 

© cutor to declare this Act of his to all the Company of the 

* Lower-houſe, See 5b. Se 3. p. d.. There be inſtances of 

the Prolocutor's. giving the like charge to the Members, not to 

| make their Tranſactions publick, Convoc. 1588. Seff. 3. The 


Prolocutor admoniſhe all then Preſent, ne revelarent geſta bujuſmodi 
iſto die, donec manifeſe notum foret, &c. See ib. Sefſ. 4. &c. I 
muſt needs think that in a Synod of Biſhops and Presbyters, 
tor any one of the Inferiour Order. to publiſh to the World 
the common Intercourſe between the two Houſes, without leave 
or knowledge of his Grace and their Lordſhips, is ſuch a bold 
ſtep, as breaks through all Rules of Duty and good Manners: 
and eſpecially for a private Member to do this in a ſitting Con- 
vocation, without pretence of Order or Direction from the 
Houſe, is an offence to the whole Body. It is to blow a Trum- 
pet with an uncertain Sound; it is to the beſt of the Writer's 
power, to raiſe a Wer inthe Church, and draw out the Clergy 
againſt one another. 

lam heartily ſenſible of the ſad Effects of ſuch a Liberty, and 
therefore reſolve to be only on the Defenſive ſide, as I chink has 
been the Temper of thoſe peaceable Members, who have endea- 
voured to preſerve the anciznt conſtitution; and is the only Mo- 
tive of my preſent writing to you: Only, I ſay, to ſatisfie you 
and any other Reader, what raſh and rude Attempts are made 
upon the Governours of our Church, and thoſe of the Clergy, 


who continue in Canonical Obedience to them. 
It 
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It was needleſs for you to ask, who it is I ſuppoſe to be the 
Author of theſe flying Papers. Inever love Conjectures, and in 
this Caſe eſpecially, when Writers .conceal themſelves, tis 1 
humbly conceive, to avoid diſcovery. But if common Fame muſt 
paſs for Evidence, and the great Writer be now dwindled into 
a weekly Scribler of News; If I knew this, I would ſpare the 
23 of examining and correcting his Accounts, I date leave the 
World to judge, and am ſorry to ſay, that when Arreftations and 
many open Conwicons of Inſincerity have betray'd any Witneſs ; 
whatever he afterward reports upon his own Authority, can 
affect the belief of none, but thoſe who do not know him. 

I could indeed give you ſome hints. how to trace out this Wri- 
ter. 1. He is molt Indecent in reflecting on his Superiours, in 


pretending they gave particular Iyftruttions to the Members of the 


Low'er- Houſe, not to comply with the Agreement of the Committee, 
Numb. x. p. 3. That they received Meſſengers above contrary to 
Rule. p. 4. That they defeated the hopes the Lower-Houſe bad en. 
tertained of what their Lordſhips had ſolemnly promiſed. ib. That 
they refus'd a Conſent without any Reaſon aſſignd. ib. That they 
bad Favourites in the Lower- Houſe to lay Obſtruftions in the way to- 
wards Buſineſs. p. 5. That it was frange my Lord Grace ſhvld fo 
far liften to their Suggeſtion, as to put off the buſineſs of Con vp tation. 
p. 8. That the ſear of an Accommodation being compleated, bas been 
the chief occaſion of theſe unprecedented Proceeding. umb. 2. p. 3. 
Theſe I ſay, and ſome other hard Reflections upon the Prelates 
of our Church, do betray the Spirit of ſome one ſingle Writer, 
who began the controverſy in ſuch fort of Language; and I 
doubt has attained to the Habit of it. —— 2. He treats the Fel- 
low Members, who differ from him with an unkindneſs and ſe- 
verity peculiar to one certain Perſon; He expoſes em for 
Diſſenting Members —— oppoſing the Lower- Houſe Claims, and re- 
ſolving not to comply with Agreement. Numb. 1. p. 2. as interupt- 
ing Buſineſs in a very diſorderly manner. p. 3. As openly cballeng d to 
give an Account of their Proceedings, and being utterly at a loſs for a 
Reply. ib. p. 4. As coming prepared for 4 Rapture. ib. As breaking 
with their Brethren at the very time, when all things were preparing 


for a cloſure. — p. 8. As ſuggeſting differences to bis Grace, when 


they were prepar'd to raiſe them. Mumb. 2. p. 3. Theſe and ſuch 
other uncharitable Cenſares could have hardly fell from above 
one Perſon in the World, who has had no mercy upon thoſe that 


differ from him. But thirdly, I doubt the moſt diſcriminating 


mark of the Writer is the Artifice, and I mult fay, the Infince- 


rity of his Accounts, The Speech = Dr. Beveridge is turned to 
; 2 an 
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an imperſect Senſe, and a wrong Application. Numb. 1. p. i: 
A certain Member is ſaid to be refrained by Inſtruction which . be 

bought up tb bim. ib. p. 2. When he was in Town at the 
time of Election, and knew nothing of the Defires of the 
Clergy ſent up, till he receiv'd 'em. That the Diſſenting Membens 
had particular Inſtrutions from their Superiours not to comply with au 
Agreement. p. 3 When thoſe Supetiours left all Members to their 
own Conſcience ; aud if they favourd any of their Clerg 
with Advice, it was never once to widen the Breach, but a 
way to promote Peace and Union. That the Dean of Chriſt- 
Church proceeding to ſay Prayers, was interrupted by a Member. 
ib. p. 3. When what the Member ſaid was before the Approach 
to laying Prayers; and was to grant, that the ſaid Dean might 
officiate without any interruption. That ſeveral Members roſe up 
from their Seats in a very diſorderly manner, &c. p. 3. When thoſe 
Members had not yet taken their Seats after Prayers, and food 
if poſſible to prevent Diſorder. That one ef the Biſhops bad freely 
declar d bis opinion, that the Lower. bouſe had done nothing in this Caſe, 

but what they could juſtify. p. 4. When no ſuch expreſſion was 
uſed in the Upper-houſe, and nothing more near to it than this. 
That there were ſome Precedents about deputing 4 Sub. Prolocuter, 
which might require ſome farther time to conſeder of. That an 
Honourable Perſon who was pitched upon to make a Report of 
the Prolocutor's Death began to do it. p. 5. When no one can be 
ſaid to begin making a Report, without opening his Mouth in 
order to it. I point to a few Inſtances only, and refer you to the 
Papers themſelves, for obſerving many more, where you'l find 
the Accounts are by. no means Ingenuous and True, though in 
matters of Fact that were not a Week old at the time of Wri- 
ting. Conſider who a certain Author is, that has been more 
unfortunate ( to ſay no worſe ) in his Aſſertions, than any one 
Scholar, that ever wrote about the Hiſtory and Laws of this 
Church and Nation. 4 

Youled me to. Premiſe theſe Matters, Inow procced to give 
you a more perfect and I aſſure you a more Faithful, Account ot the 
four or five laſt Seſſions of this. preſent Convocation, The Pa- 
per before me, Numb. 1. begins with Monday Febr. 9. But you 
cannot fo clearly underſtand the debates.. of that Day, without 

| going back to one or two former Days. ? 

A On WedneſdayFanuar. 28.Began the true Occaſion of widening 

= the Difference between thoſe Members, who believ'd-the Arch- 

biſhops of this Province had the Right and conſtant Practiſe 
of Continuing and Proroging the whole Convocation, and 
| thoſe. 
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thoſe Ot bers, who thought the Lower Houſe might have a Pow. 
er to Adjourn it ſelf, This difference of Opinion led into ſome 
Diſputes in every Seflions ; which yet were manag'd conſiſtent: 
ly with Peace, and Order : For whatever Notions of Inde- 
pendency were advanc't by a few particular Members; the Houſe 
in general had hitherto ſo ordered their Entries in the Journal, 
that we. all unanimouſly met upon the Synodical Days and 
Hours, appointed by the Archbiſhop in his Schedule of Proro- 

ation. But I ſay, toward the End of this Seſſion, Fanuar. 28. 

r. A. unhappily mov'd to change the Form of Entry in our 
Minutes, and propos'd to aſſume the Phraſe. of Dominus Prolocu- 
tor continuavit & Prorogavit quoad hanc domum ; which he ſaid 
was a very Authentic Form, and was ſeven times together to 
be met with in our only good Regiſter of the Lower Houle ; 
that of 1 Jae. Several Membets were immediately ſenſible, that 
this was done upon no good deſign. They Remembred it to 
be indeed a Form, which began and ended with the firſt Part of 
the Convocation in 1586. and that (as the Power of the Lower 
Houſe, &c. confeſſes) upon a ſpecial occaſion of the Prolocu- 
tor's being made one of the Archbiſhops Commiſſaries to pro- 
rogue both Houſes. So as when he ated by extraordinary 
Pawer delegated to him,it might be fitting to uſe ſome extraordi- 
nary Expreflion, that in future Convocations ſhould never be 
uſed, if the ſame extraordinary Occaſion did not again return. 
And accordingly after the firſt Riſing of this Convocation, that 
ſingular Form dropt with it; and does never once occur, either 
in 14 Seſſions of the ſame Convocation, within the ſame Year 
1586. or in any other Synod to the Year 1700. therefore to 
have it now obrruded, when there was nothing like the original 
Reaſon of it, did appear to be ſuch an Artifice of denying the 
Prorogations Above, that many of the Members oppos'd it; 
and pleaded hard for keeping to our uſual. Form of Dominus 
Prolocutor Intimavit hanc Convocationem eſſe Continuatam, &c. and 
urg'd, that no Alteration might be however made, till the Com- 
mittee of Biſhops and Clergy had inſpected the Regiſter of 1651, 
Cc. now before them.; which might poſlibly give ſome further 
light in this controverſie. But Dr. A. very. ſtifly inſiſted on it, 
and tho the Prolocutor himſelf . recommended another Form, 
Domini Continuarunt, &c. and the Majority did at length Agree, 
that the Form of Entry ſhould bs left to the Prolocutor's diſereti- 


on: yet Dr. 4. was ſo very importunate for the preſent uſe of 


his particular Form, that at laſt he drew in a ſeeming Order of 


the Houſe for it; and it was. accordingly ſo entred, Dominut 
| Prolocutor » 
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Prolocator continuavit quad bane domum, & c. | tell you, this new 
and Improper Entry ſo thruſt upon the Minutes was the great 
cauſe of widening the Diviſions in the Lower Houle. 

For in the next Seſſion, Tueſday Febr. 3d. Soon after reading 
the Minutes by the Actuary, Dr. K. mov d that, whereas he 
et had now heard a new Phraſe in the Entry upon the Book, of 
* Dominus Prolocutor continua vit quad banc domum —— and being 
ce -hjmſelf gone out of the Houſe in laſt Seſſion before any Or- 
*« der for fach an Entry; he defir'd the Meaning of that Phraſe 
* might be explain'd, and the ſenſe of it determin'd by the 


e 'Houſe ; who would not think it for their honour to take up 


« any Form, that could lye under the Suſpicion of being ob- 
e ſcure and dubious, ** Ir fo hapned, that this motion was very 
unkindly receiv'd. One ſaid that, that Member confeſt his 
* own fault in being abſent from the Houſe, when he ought 
to have been there. Another ſaid, © he ought to be Repri- 
*© manded for neglecting his Duty in not being in the Houle 
« when the Entry was made; and that he defervd no favour 
* from the Houſe. ** After long debates (which I can give you 
at large, when you defire it) It was Refolv'd to be the Pleaſure 
of this Houſe, that the words in the Entry ſhall fand as they are. 
And after many Motions for giving SatisfaFion to that or any other 
Member who ſhould defire it: hey at laſt dropt the method of 
giving Satisfaction; and putting the Queſtion, wherher this mat- 
fer be now further debated? It paſt in the Negative. The Sche- 
dule of Prorogation had been now ſometime in the Prolocutor's 
hands; and the Buſineſs then depending was over: They were 
proceeding upon new matter, when Dr. H. mov'd that © He 
* had obſervd ſome Meſſage from above had been delivered to 
the Prolocutor ; and he thought it the Right of this Houſe 
* to have it communicated to em, before they Entred upon 


New Buſineſs. © But this was oppos'd by the Heads of the 
Majority, and they went on to appoint a Committee of Grievances. 


After ſome other debates, the Prolocutor defir'd leave to mention 
tbe Adjornment ; Upon which ſome of the Majority cried out 
Adjourn, Adjourn. After ſome interruption, the Prolocutor 
looking into the Schedule ſaid, the Adjournment x to Munday next, 
will you have it ſo, Dr. H mov'd that the Schedule it ſelf might 
be read. Dr. A. mov'd that nothing at all might be read out of 
the Schedule. A Diſpute drawing on, the Prolocutor put the 
Queſtion, whether the Houſe would Adjourn to the ſame time? 
and fo ordered a Form of pronouncing the Adjournment, Iti- 
mamus hanc Convocationem, &c. The Members on the other fide 

declar'd, 


nn 
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C the Prolocutor refuſed to read the Schedule ef P 
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declar d, That this Houſe had no pretence of Right to Ad- 
« journ it ſelf, when the Schedule interpoſes to Prorogue the 
* whole Convocation: and that therefore they did verbally 
“ proteſt againſt ſuch an irregular way of Adjourning. 

When this Seſſion was broke up in ſuch an Arbitrary way; 
the Members who to no purpoſe had oppos'd the irregular Pro- 
ceeding, could think of no fairer method, than to put the 
ſenſe of their Verbal Proteſtation into Writing; and offer it to 
the Houſe at beginning of next Seſſion. Accordingly they met 
in the mean while, and drew up a Form to this Eſſect. 

That whereas in the Lower Houle the laſt Seſſion, ( Febr. 3. 

on 
e ſent down by the Archbiſhop, when it was called for by ſe- 
te veral Members; the Majority of the Houſe at the ſame time 
e interpoſiong to hinder it. And that whereas after notice given 
te by the Prolocutor of the Schedule's being Receiv'd, the Ma- 
« jority of the. Houſe made an Order to proceede upon New 
« Bufinefs, and at the end of. that would noe ſuffer themſelves 
*© to be Prorogued by the Schedule, but Adjourn'd by their own 
« Act, upon a Queſtion propos'd to the Houſe, which was 


© Verbally declard againſt by ſeveral Members then preſent. 


“ Therefore the Parties whoſz Names were ſubſcrib'd, beliering 
* jt to be the Right of the Archbiſhop, to continue and Pro- 
** rogue the whole Convocation of Prelates and Clergy by Sche- 
tc dule, and to ſend down ſuch other meſſages to be communica- 
te ted to the Lower Houſe, as his Grace ſhall think fit; and be- 
« ljeving it alſo to be the Right of every Member of the Lower 
© Houſe to have the Archbiſhop's meſſages Intimated, and his 
te juſt Orders obſerv'd, as they conceive it to be the Duty of 
© the Prolocutor to Intimate and Obſerve them: 
te they do hereby proteſt againſt the foremention'd Acts as 
© contrary to theſe Rights. 

This Form being ſabſcrib'd by about Thirty of the Mem- 
bers, was put into the hands of one of che Principal of them, in 
order to be produc'd at the beginning of next Seflion, with an 
offer to enter it upon the Minutes of the Day ; or upon Refuſal, 


to preſent it to the Upper Houſe ; with humble Petition to have 


it there made a Publick Act. 
It was neceſſary to give you this plain truth of what went be- 


fore,to let you into the full occaſiun of what now followed upon 
Monday, February th After Prayers and Reading the Minutes; 


the Dean of Peterborough ſpoke to this effect. 
” Hs 
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+ He obſerv'd, that at our firſt Seffion after Names being cal 


led over, ſome of the Members very worthily expreſt'd them- 
ſelves in terms full of Moderation and good Temper, which 
indeed he was very glad to hear, and look't upon it as a good 


Omen that we ſhould fall by degrees into ſuch meaſures as might 


put an end to our difference. That then after ſome debate,'twas 


agreed that the Schedule of Prorogation from the Arch: Bi- 
ſhop ſhould be read, and the Prorogation intimated in obedi- 
encs to it both as to time and place with a Salvo Fure; by vir- 


tue of which Salvo, he conceived the ſame method and form 


of Prorogation might have continued to this day, without the 


leaſt Prejudice to any Rights or Powers this houſe did or might 


lay Claim to; and therefore He could not but wonder, 
that this method and form ſhould be fo ſoon changed and 
alterd into the quite contrariy ; and the rather, becauſe this 


houſe in his judgment had an undoubted right to have all the 
meſſages ſent down by the Arch-Biſhop to the Prolocutor to 


be read to them by him, if in writing; and reported, if by 


word of mouth : and particularly the Schedule of Proroga- 


- gation, which coming under the Arch- Biſhops Hand and Seal, 


and atteſted: by a publick Notary, and coming to Presbyters of 


his own Province, call'd by him, after the Kings writ of leave, 


and Aſſembled under him, came in his opinion with Authori- 
ty, and muſt be ſuppoled to have the force of a Mandate in 


it. That he had heard ſome learned Men ſay, who had all due re- 
ſpects for Mr. Prolocutor, as indeed he alio had that it is his Duty 


as Referendarius to tead them, and report them accordingly : 
'ewas theretore not without good reaſon that not only one but 
many Members of this Houſe were very much diſſatisfied, 
when at the Cloſe of the laſt Seſſion, the Schedule of Proro- 
gation was denied to be read to them, although earneſtly de- 
ſir'd, and the Prorogation intimated profeſſedly without any 
regard to the Authority of the Schedule, that is, of the Arch- 
Biſhop, and meerly by vertue of a Power derived from this 
hauſe to Prorogue it ſelf; againſt theſe proceedings many of 
the Members then made.a Verbal proteſtation; and he now 
hambly moy'd that this proteſtation might be admitted and 


entred io writing among the Acts of this days Seſſion, as a2 
ſtanding evidence of their aſſerting the juſl Rights and Autho- 


rity of their Metropolitan and Preſident to Prorogue the whole 
Convocation or Synod, the lower as well as the upper houſe 
by Schedule; and of their diſowning any inherenc right or 
power this Houſe is ſaid to have in it ſelf to prorouge, or as the 
new word lately taken up is, to Adjourn it ſelF. 
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This Motion was approv'd by all on his ſide, who ſaid often, 


| well mov d, well mov d. Another Reverend Dean, who had the 
written Proteſtation in his hand, was ſtanding up to introduce it, 


with ſome good obſervations which he had thought ſuitable to 


this occaſion. But Dr. Beverege firſt took an opportunity to ex- 
preſs his Affectionate wiſhes, that Theſe unhappy Diſputes 


might be compos d without Proteſting or going to any other 


% Extremities. He declar'd his Opinion, that Convocations 
< were of right to be Aſſembled concurrently with Parliaments ; 


« and might treat and come to many preparatory Reſolutions 
„ without a Royal Licenſe, He allow'd this to be demonſtra- 
< ted in ſome late Writings ; and was glad, that theſe were mat- 
e ters that had not yet raĩs d a Diſpute in this Houſe. That the un- 
* happy Controverſie here was about the Methods of breaking 
te up our Seſſions: upon which he muſt declare his Judgment, that 
© every Engliſh Convocation wasalway Prorogued by the Metro- 
«© polican; and this generally by a written Schedule agreeable to the 
* cuſtom of Canon Law, which made it a Solemn Act in Scrip- 
te tis, becauſe the Abſent could not ſo well otherwiſe be cenſur'd 
* for Contumacy. He ſaid, the Queſtion (he hop'd) was no 
t longer whether the Archbiſhop Prorogued the whole Synod by 
« a Schedule; but only whether the Prolocutor be oblig'd to 
te intimate that Schedule before the Buſineſs of the Houſe be o- 
© ver. He allow'd, that the Schedule need not interrupt our 
* Buſineſs : He thought we might ſet out the whole Synodical 
* Day, if we had proper Buſineſs depending. But however 
de (lays he) the Schedule muſt at laſt be Executed; and the 
«© Appointment of next Synodical meeting as to Day and 
&« Hours is determin'd by the Schedule: Only the in bunc locum 
e may he here underſtood of the Place in which it is Executed, 
c That this was our great Privilege, and he thought, our great 
„ Happine's, that we were under the Government of a Metro- 
te politan and Biſhops; and that we ought to keep our ſelves in 
te due SubjeRion to em: if ic were otherwiſe, it would be very 
« detrimental to the Church; for the Convocations formerly 
ec met upon ſecular Buſineſs ; whereas we were now a pure Ec- 
@ clefjaſtical Synod ; And nothing in effect could be done in Sy- 
te nodical matters without leave of the King; and the Arch-Bi- 
© ſhop was the proper Perſon to procure ſuch leave: That we 
© ought therefore to take all pollible care not to call the Arch- 


% Biſhop's authority in Queſtion; and thereby retard the Suc- 


et ceſs of all our Synodical meetings. That were are undoubt- 
« edly included in the Hec Convocatio, continued and Proto- 
; | ec gu 0 
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ved in the Schedule, whether Prælataorum & Cleri be added or 
% omitted : For indeed otherwiſe we ſnould cut our felves off 
from the greateſt Privilege, that of Presbyters being now a 
* conſtituent Part of Engliſh Synods. — He exhorted earneſtly 
© that © we might ſtrive in nothing but who ſhould beſt ſerve 
* God and the Church. — He was going to end with a Motion 
toward a way of accommodating the Difference between us; 
when the Dean of Cant. deſit'd, that the breach of Privilege in 
the Perſon of the Prolocutor might be firſt conſidered ; and 
the Report of the Committee appointed for that purpoſe might 
be now Receiv'd : which was agreed to, on condition the Mo- 
tion of Dr. Beverege ſhould be next immediately debated, 
Lou may be ſatisfied, Sir, that this was the Subſtance and 
in greateſt part the Words of that Speech of Dr. B. And therefore 
look now on your Faithful Account, & c. Numb. 1 p. 1. and 
judge of the reaſon of boaſting, that in it be tool occaſion to de- 
clare bis Opinion upon ſeveral Heads to the advantage of thoſe who 
bave been on the Lower Houſe ſide in this Diſpute. What aqvantage 
ſome Men can take of other's Moderation is a diſcouraging thing 
to conſider : But tis evident, that the Argument of this Speech 
run only upon the Principles of Obedience and Peace; upon 
the full Suppoſition, that the Archbiſhop did by Schedule Pro- 
rogue the whole Convocation: and then granting, that this 
Schedule might be executed without any grievanceto the Lower 
Clergy, by not breaking off the buſineſs of the Day : Provided, 
they did at laſt- pretend to no felt- Adjournment ; but own'd 

themſelves concluded by the Schedule. 

When the Prolocutor attended by the Majority of Members 
was return d from the Upper Houle, and had Reported to us 
his Grace's. Anſwer to the Addreſs concerning breach of Privi- 
lege: It was regularly mov'd, to reſume the Debate of Dr. Be- 
weridges Motion. The Dean of Cbicb. ſaid, © Hebeliev'd ic 
* would be a good Propoſal to find out ſome Expedient of Ac. 
e commodation; which perhaps might be beſt done by not de- 
_ © eermining the Right, but keeping to the Fact of Proroguing 
% according to the Schedule with a Salvo Jure if they pleas'd, 
Dr. Beveridge ſaid, © His Motion would be to proceed upon 
Buſineſs after the Schedule, was brought down, till the Houſe 
was ſatisfied their Buſineſs was over, and then be declared to 
be continued and Prorogued by the Schedule. Mr. Corey 
laid, We mightbe allow'd to go on upon Buſineſs, unleſs the 
* Archbiſhop ſhould at any time ſignify his pleaſure for our 
immediate Diſmiſſion. Dr. Beveridge own'd this to be his 

Meaning. 
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Meaning. Mr. Needham moy'd that, Dr. Beveridge mi ght go to 
the Table, and write down his bn Queſtioh ; which he did, 
and delivered the Paper to the Prolocutor, who read it to the 
Houſe, as follows. | 


„Whether upon Suppoſition that the Houſe may fit upon 
tt Synodical Buſineſs after the coming down of the Schedule, 
6e till they think their Buſineſs over; the Houle will agree, that 
te the Schedule ſhall be then Executed, and the Houle Proro- 
* 8508 to the Day and Hours there ſpecify d, by vertue of the 
ſaid Schedule, and in obedience to the authority, whereby the 
« whole Cofivocation is Prorogued? | 

Judge now whether the Account be Faithful, in leaving out 
this Queſtion, which was to be che whole State of the Caſe ; 
and is the only proper Rule for interpreting the Speech © 
this Proponemt; and which was indeed the pure Ground and Occa · 
fion of the following Commit tec. 

After a long Debate ſo manag'd on the one ſide, as purpoſely 
to evade and drop the Queffion : which yet I am glad the Ler- 
ter affirms to have been manag'd on either [ide with great temper 
and decency : Dr. Prideaux advisd, © that Application might be 
made to his Grace for a Committee of both Houſes to ſettle 
& this matter. On the other hand, it was moy'd, to refer it 
firſt to a Committee of our own Houſe,to agree upon ſuch things, 
as the Upper Houfe might afterward conſent to, Dr. Bentley 
* ſaid he could ſecond that Motion, provided this Committee of 
« the Lower Houſe might not be made up as others had been of 
s* all on one fide ; but that it might conſiſt of an equal Number of 
ct both, as the fair and impartial way. At laſt it was agreed, 
that a Committee ſhould be Appointed to confider of ſuch an Expedient 
about the Prorog ations of this Houſe, as may tend to the compoſing 
all Diſputes in this Matter. Agreed further on the Number 
of Sixteen, Eight of each ſide, to be named among them- 
ſelves ; of which Sixteen, ten to be a Quorum, if the Number 
was proportion d on each ſide ; to meet to morrow Morning 
in Hes. VII. Chapel by ten at the furtheſt. If any were 


wanting to make a Quorum, others to be choſe at the time and 


Place'o Meeting. 
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The Names of the Committee. 


Dr. Hooper. Dr. Beveridge. 

Dr. Fane | Dr. Hayley. 

Dr. Aldrich. Dr. Willis. 

Dr. Atterbury. " Dr. Kennett. 

Dr. Binckes. © | Dr. Trimnel. 

Mr. Needbam. Dr. Prideaux. 

Mr. Moor. Dr. Green. 

Dr. Wynne. Nr. Lloyd. 


Turn now again to the Faithful Account, and ſee upon what 
grounds the writer can inſult, that the Moderation of that Part of 
the Houſe, which vaſtly exceeded the other in Numbers, appear d very 
remarkably in the appointing this Committee, as on other Accounts, (0 
particularly on this, that they allow'd a certain Member of it, who 
was by bis Inſtruction: which he brought up with bim, known to be 
reſtrain d from Intermediate Adjournments. Why muſt one part be 
magnified as Vaſtly Exceeding the other in Numbers ? If the Majo- 
rity were now, as they are ſoon after computed (p. 31,) about 
Forty two; This is not in a late elegant Phraſe ſo much a bigger 
Haff, as vaſtly to exceed the other. I could not but think pre- 
ſently of the modern Critick, who has prov'd that the word 
vaſt cannot properly be uſed in a good ſenſe. Whatever the In- 
equality is, it is leſs now than it was at firſt ; Several Membersare 
known to have come over upon pure Convictian : and it may: 
be a nearer Ballance, when Perfons have confider'd, that A. 
who have been Friends and Aſſerters of Obedience to the Me- 
tropolitan, and of neceſſary Union with the Biſhop:, are not- 
withſtanding eruly zealous for every Privilege, of the Lower 
Houſe, that can be ſerviceable to the Peace and Intereſt of the 
Church; or can be conſiftent with the Subordination of Presby- 
ters. But how can the Moderation of that major part be ſaid 70 4 

pear remarkable, in allowing a certain Member to be of the Com- 
mittee ? when there was no Room for allowing or rejecting 3 for 
by compact, each ſide named their own Members; and it was. 
not in the Power even of the Majority to put a Negative upon 
one named on the thinner ſide. This hardſhip was wiſely pre- 
rented by the foreſaid mutual Agreement; becauſe in a former 
Committee, the Majority, upon Inſtigation, had indeed put a Ne- 
gative upon every Member that was for the Archbiſhop's Right 
of Prorogation. No ſuch violence (unknown in either Houſe 
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of Parliament) of excluding any Member named of a Commit- 


tee, could he here practiſt: All the diſingenuity now Poſſible, 
was for Dr. A. to pretend to name who ſhould be the Members 


on our ſide; a rude way of breaking in upon us, contrary to 


the Stated Rule of chuſing; and for which rudeneſs therefore 
Mr. St. did decently reprove him: But he could not forbear 
ſhewing himſelf an Obſtacle to this method of Accommodation; 
For when one of our Members having ſome other Engagements 
on the Morrow, deſit'd a larger Day for this Meeting of the 
Committee: Dr. A. threw back the deſire with great Indigna- 
tion, and ſaid to this effect, that it was not fit to allow time for 
People to take directions ſomewhere elſe, there was no need of conſul. 
ting &. which we could not but apprehend to be reflecting on 
our Superiours. But to return to the Paſſage before cited, why 
muſt that certain Member be upbraided with bringing np *. 
Fruction with bim? when as I have already told you, it was not 
poſlible for bim to bring up ſuch Inftrutions : Thoſe Advices or 
Deſires of the Clergy ot the Dioceſe of Vorceſter, were without 
his knowledge ſent up to him; and were upon matters very Juſt 
and Reaſonable. 1. To pay all due and Canonical obedience to the 
moſt. Reverend the Metropolitan, as the ſole Preſident of the whole 
Body of the Convocation of bis Province, 2. To uſe their utmoſt endea- 
vouri to promote ſuch a Perſon to be Prolocuter of their Houſe, as they 
Hall very believe will concur with them herein. 3. That they ſhall 
never conſent to any Intermediate Aijournments or Private Meetings of 
the Lower Houſe ; but particularly obſerve ſuch times and Places, 
both for their S. ſſion: and Committees, as ſhall from time to time be 
Intimated to them from his Grace the Metropolitan. Laſtly, tbat 
whatever matters his Sacred Maſeſty the Supreme Head of our Church 
upon Earth ſhall think fit to propoſe to their Conſideration, they would 
as becomes Miniſters of Chriſt, lay aſide all Animoſity, private 
Aﬀeticn, Partialuy and Prejudice whatſoever, and come to ſuch ma- 
ture Reſolations thereupon, as may be moſt conducing to the bonour « 
God, the Advantage of true Religion, the Preſervation of the Eſt a- 
bliſut Church of England both in Doctrine and Diſcipline, the Increaſe 
of true Piety and good Manners, and the Eſtabliſhment of Peace and 
Tranquility bath in cur Church and State. Why now ſhould any 
Member who thus hapned to be Advis'd, be therefore thoughe 
unqualified for this Committee? And why eſpecially unfit, be- 
cauſe he was deſir'd never to conſent to Intermediate Adjoarnments :! 
when the Buſineſs of the Committee was neither to ask nor to 
give any ſuch conſent; nor to meddle at all with Intermediate 
Adjournments, which ſeem'd to be given up by all, but the one 
or 


[14] 
ortwo, that were oblig'd to vindicate (or rather to excuſe) the 
modern Praiſe of em. | | | 

I hope the Moderation was at leaſt as remarkable on our ſide, 
who offered no objection againſt that Perſon, who had in effect 
rais'd the whole quarrel, who had all along inflam'd it, and e- 
venat the laſt interpos'd to hinder the Agreement ; as you'l 
find inthis true Account of the Committee. 

On Tueſday Febr. to. the Committee met as Appointed : 
and that no Difference might ariſe about taking the Chair, it 
was Agreed, the Prolocutor ſhould be Chair-Man : Which Mo- 
tion, for an Argument of Peaceable Diſpoſition, was made by 
thoſe. who knew him to be leſs inclinable to their part of the 
—_ in Debate. The Account ſays, the greateſt Part of the 
How 
Surprize to one fide of the Committee, who had not above two 
or three of their Members preſent ; while ſcarce fo few of the o- 
ther ſide were wanting. This Appearance feem'd to look more 
like a challenge to formal Diſputations, than an Amicable Con- 
ference to compoſe Matters : And this Suſpicion was improv'd, 
when Dr. A. beganto move for a free debate upon all Points in 
Diſpute between us. It was clamly anſwer'd by Dr. Wills, that 
fc our 
put to find out fome Expedient, that might, if poſſible, pre- 
* vent any further Diſputing, Dr. Beveridge mov'd, that we 


might firſt conſider in what Particulars we did all agree, and 


4 proposd this for the firſt thing to be granted on all hands 
1 — Archbiſhop has authority to continue and prorogue 
te the whole Convocation. © Dr. A. deſired, that all authori- 
ty of the Archbiſhop might be expreſt cum confenſu Fratrum, 
giving a Reaſon, that ſince tis known the Archbiſhop does not 
« Prorogue in the Upper Houſe without conſent of his Brethren, 
« thoſuch conſent is not mention d in the Schedule; there was 
te 2 like Obligation to have our conſent implied before it took 
*© place in the Lower Houſe, tho it does not appear to be en- 
© tred in our Books. Dr. Willis mord © to make the Queſti- 
on wrote down in the laſt Seſſion by Dr. Beverege to be the Sub- 
ject of our preſent Debates. It was anſwer d, there was no need 
of governing our ſelves by any one Queſtion ; but we muſt 
come firſt to ſome general ways of Accommodation. Dr. Ken- 
net ſaid, © They were all heartily for Peace and Accommodati- 
& on, but they could agree to nothing without ſuppoſing the 
« Archbiſhops authority, and granting the Schedule of Pro- 
* rogation to inelu de both Houſes; we might indeed conſider 
| of 


Was alſo Preſent to hear the Debates ; which was indeed a. 


Buſineſs was not to revire the particular Diſputes ; 


en 
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“ of ſome Expedient, how the bringing down the Schedule 
© ſhould not interrupt our Debates in proper Buſineſs ; bur 
„ when the Buſineſs was over, no Diſpute could then be, but 
that the Schedule mult be Intimated. And therefore abating 
© the neceſſary conſent of the Houſe, he could not but offer 
« one Precedent even from the Minutes of the laſt Convocation, 
< where it was entred, Dominus Prolocutor prolati Schedula—intima- 
* vit banc Convocationem eſſe continuatam, &c. which he thought 
tt an inoffenfive Form, and proper to be us d. 

Dr. A. anfwered, That ſuch a Propoſal could notcome 
t from that Perfon, with any deſign of Peace, but of wide- 
© ning the Difference; It was a Form New and Inaccurate, 
and by no means to be Admitted. Dr. Beveridge (aid, © He 
« was ſorry to hear anyReflexions,which ought not to be made: 
'© He believed that Member (meaning Dr. K.) and all of em 
ie were for coming to agreement, and did heartily deſire it. 
A Member on the other ſide was ſtanding up to ſpeak, when 
Dr. X. deſired leave to wiſh, * That the Member who ſhould 
% make the next Propoſal, might have better Treatment than he 
{© himſelf had met with; and might not be charged with being 
* an Enemy to Peace: That he could not help the Suſpicions 
« and hard Reflections of that other Member; but he could 
* anſwer to God and his own Conſcience, that he did make the 
* laſt Propoſal ſincerely for Peace and Union; and was not fo 
* fond of his own Offer, but that he could agree to any other 
« fort of Form, that might be conſiſtent with Right and Cuſ- 
& tom, which had long eſtabliſh't the Preeminence and Au- 
* thoriry of the Archbiſhop and Biſhops, and the Subordination 
e of Presbyters, as well in Synods as out of em. Dr. Hooper 
among other things obſerv' d, That he was glad to hear the Pro- 
ceedings of laſt Convocation, which had been charg'd to be 
fo Irregular, could now afford a Precedent for future Practice; 
tho' he doubted, it was no! for that Member's purpoſe ; for it 


vas not Lectd Schedald, buc only role Schedula, which might 


be without givinz any concluding power to it, Dr. Hayley 
moy'd, © That we would not except againſt any old Forms, 
e but make uſe of em indifterently, as they occurr'd in the 
© Books, without diſtinguiſhing too nicely about the ſenſe of 
em. In a long Debate on :in2(> Matters, Mr. Lloyd deſired to 
know, What advantage it could be to ule a Multiplicity of 
* Forms? He apprehended f great occation of our preſent 
* Misfortunes was the uſing o get a variety of Forms, that 


** did but perplex the ſenſe of one another, and caſt US into 
nncer- 
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«* uncertaitity and confuſion, He thought it better, we ſhould 


«© agree on ſome one kind of Entry, that ſhould be conſtantly 
© uſed; and that for the choice of ſuch a Form, we ſhould ac- 


LY 
cc 


cept of that which appear'd moſt frequently upon the Books, 
which might quiet the diſputes among our ſelves, and take 
away the occaſion of Miſ-underſtanding in future Convoca- 
* tions. Dr. Binckes anſwered, © He preſum'd that Member 
took it for granted, that Dominus Prolocutor intimavit, &c. 
was the moſt frequent form upon the Books; But that it was 
not ſo; For in all the Minutes ſince the Reſtauration, that 
Form does very ſeldom appear, but the ordinary Phraſe there 
was Continuata eſt has Con vocatio, & c. And that Dominus 


© Prolocutor intimavit, &c. was a Form, from whence ſome 
Men of late had drawn ſuch Inferences, that he rather thought 
© it ſhould be now laid aſide. Upon others recommending the 
Forms of 1586. and 1588. as the moſt Authentick, Dr. Trimne! 
. obſerv'd, That the Entries in the Lower-houſe Journal of thoſe 


Convocations did moſt expreſly aſſert the Arch-biſhop's Autho- 
rity, as Intimatum fuit bujuſmodi Convocationem de Mandato 6 
Coluntate Reverendiſimi Patri: Domini Cantuar. Arcbiepiſcopi 
elle continuandam, & c. q- Epiſcopus London. Vigore Commiſſio- 
nis ſibi in ea parte factæ continuavit bujuſmodi Con vocat ionem — 
quam Continuationem Dominus Prolocutor intimavit, Cc. After the 
offering and debating ſome other Forms and Methods, they fell 
all by degrees into theſe three Heads of Agreement, 


* I Agreed, That in Order to en Accommodation, no Forms 
e of Prorogation ſhall be uſed by the Prolocutor hereafter, 
that were not uſed by the Prolocutor before the laſt Con- 
vocation. 

II. That the Forms of Prorogation uſed by the Prolocutor in 
the Convocations of 1586, and 1588. ſhall hereafter be uſed 


e by the Prolocutor, in the order they lie in the Books, begin- 


© ning with the firſt, till they ate all gone through. 
HL “ That theſe Forms ſhall be prorounc'd by the Prolocu- 
* ror, when the Houſe agrees that their Buſineſ is over. 


The Faithful Account, Numb. 1. p. 2. fays, That the Pra- 
dence and Moderation of ſome Members prevail'd, and at laſt borught 
the whole Committee to join Unanimouſly in theſe Votes, without ex. 
preſſing the leaſt diſſati faction at any Syllable contain d in em. This 
was true on the one ſide, while it muſt be confeſt on the other 


that when the laſt Particular, agreed to by the Committee, was 


read ; 
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read over by the Chair-Man, Dr. Atterbury excepted againſt it, 
and would have had it thus amended, That theſe Forms ſhall nut be 
-pronounc'd by the Prolocutor, KIll the Houſe agrees that their Buſine(s 
is over, But the other ſide declar'd againſt any ſuch Alteration, 
and gave this Reaſon, becauſe ſo wording it might exclude the 
Archbiſhop's Authority in putting an end to our Synodical Seſſi- 
on, whenever he thought fe: And it was finally determin'd, it 
ſhould ſtand as before. Then Dr. Hooper being defir'd to make 
this Report of the three Heads of Agreement to the Houle in 
their next Seſſion; the Committee broke up very friendly, and 
could not on either hand deſire, that the Report to the Houſe, and 
their Conſent to it, ſhould meet with any Interruption. 

Here therefore the Faithful Account does great Injury in ſaying, 
that before next Seſſion came on, it was whiſpered about the 1own, 
that the Diſſenting Members who had hitherto oppoſed the Lower Houſe 
Claims, were reſolved not to comply with the Agreement ; and it was 
ſaid, they had particular Inſtruions from their Superiours to that pur- 
poſe. Numb. x. p. 3. I can aſſure you, there was no ſuch Re- 
ſolution of not complying with thoſe Articles of Agreement: And 
it is a vile and falſe ſuggeſtion, to report it as a Saying, that they 
had particular Inſtructions from their Superiors, who had ſufficient 
authority to reject any Articles fram'd by Members of the Low. 
er Houſe, that were injurious to their Lordſhips, or contrary to 
the ſtanding Rights of Provincial Synods. This indeed is true; 
within few hours after the Committee was up, ſome forward 
Perſons were boaſting of the Advantage gain'd on the fide of 
the Lower Houſe : and that the others had given up the Arch- 
biſhop's cauſe, and had now Excluded the Schedule from any 
concern in the Adjournment. This Story was ſo induſtriouſly 
ſpread, that the Members of the Committee (who knew they 
had receded from no Principle of Truth and Right) found them- 
ſelves inſulted by ſome Adverſaries, and even almoſt ſuſpected by 
ſome of their Friends. They deſpis d the Rumour, and choſe 
rather to have been cenſur'd for going in too far, than for ſtanding 
too much off, But the whiſpers however had this effect upon 
ſome very conſiderable Members, who had not been preſent at 
the Committee : They meeting together ſoon Relolv'd, that in 
the next Seſſion they would take ſome Opportunity to renounce 
that invidious ſenſe, which ſome People had thus put upon the 
third Article of Agreement. And after mature Deliberation 
the Reſult was, to ſubſcribe a Declaratory Form, to be offered 
to the Houſe immediately after reading the Report in next Seſſi- 
on, to this effect. 2 
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*-That whereas by aReport made from a late Committee, they 
found the third Particular to be in theſe words, that theſe Forms 
(meaning the Forms of Prorogation uſed in the Convocations of 
1586. and 1588.) ſhall be pronoun't by the Prolocutor, when the 
Houſe agrees that the Buſineſs of the Houſe i over : © they declare, 
te that the meaning is underſtood by them, with an Exception 
* to any Caſe, when the Prefident ſhall ſee cauſe to ſend an or- 
der with the Schedule, ſignifying the expreſs time of intima- 
* ting the Prorogation upon that Day: Otherwiſe if it were 
* pretended to mean, that the Authority of the Archbiſhop, or 
* any order ſent from the Upper Houſe, was thereby excluded 
*© or diminiſh't; they then folemnly proteſt againſt any ſuch 
Meaning or pretended Meaning. | 

This Paper was ſubſcribed by ſeveral of the moſt conſiderable 
Members, and was brought by one of them to be offered to the 
Houſe on Thurſday Febr. 12. who could not therefore hope 
__ any Accident would intervene to hinder the Producing 
of it. | 

The other eight Members who had been of the Committee, 
hearing daily of many falſe conſtructions put upon the Agreemen: 
they had made with their Brethren, met together, and unani- 
mouſly Refolv'd to make a plain Declaration of their own ſenſe 
in thoſe three Particulars ; which they did to this effect. 

e That ſome Miſrepreſentations having been made concerning 
** the three Articles agreed to in a Committee of the Lower Houſe 
* of Convocation, Febr. 10. 1701. they take this occaſion to 
W declare, - © | $ 

© That they came with a ſincere Deſire of Peace, and when 
© they came, finding that the Diſpute of the Right on either 
'© fide was not like to end in Peace, but rather to continue the 
** Diviſion ; they therefore endeavoured to find out an Expedien: 
** for the preſent Practiſe, that ſhould not determine the merits 
** of the Queſtion between 'em. 

* That in order to this, they thought proper to go by the me- 
et thods of the Ancient Convocations, in which theſe Controver- 
* ſies had not been mov'd : whieh was the ground of the fr 
* Propoſition. 

*© That they could not eaſily pitch upon any fingle Form of 
r Prorogation, which was not thought to favour the Pretenſions 
* of one ſide or the other, tho they propos'd to have that Form 


that thould appear to be moſt uſually upon the Books. That 


* therefore both ſides agreeing that the Books of 1586. and 


1588. were the moſt Authentic Acts remaining of the Lower 
| * Houſe ; 
— 5 
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« Houſe; they agreed to take all the Forms in Order as they 
« lay in thoſe Books, according to the ſecond propoftion. 

« As to the third Propyſition, they declare, that tho it be their 
* opinion that the whole Convocation of Prelates aud Clergy 
* is Prorogued by the Authority of the Archbiſhop, According 
ce tothe Tenor of a Schedule ſign d by him to that end; yet Pre- 
© ſuming, that che Archbiſhop did not expect the immediate 
“ Intimating of his Continuation, unleſs he ſent particular Or- 
« der to that purpoſe ; they therefore agreed to that third Pro- 
ce poſit ion. 

* And as an Argument, that this was their ſenſe in that 
Agreement, they refus'd an Alreration that was offered upon 
* the third Article, viz. that the Form ſhould not be pronowic't 
* by the Prolocutor, till the Houſe agreed that their Buſint/s was over. 
This they 4firm to have refus'd for this reaſon (which was 
then exprelt) becauſe tho they miglit generally preſume upon 
cc the Archbiſtop's conſent for their fitting to diſpatch all proper 
< Buſineſs; yet they could not agree to any thing, that ſhould 
*« preclude the Archbiſhop's Right to Prorogue em immediately, 
jf he found it expedient. 

e That they think it alſo proper to add, that they uſed the 
« words Pronounced by the Prolocutor, in order to prevent the put- 
ce ting any Qneſtion to the Houſe about Adjoarning themſelves: 
* And that the Prorogation might be always to the time and 
« place appointed by the Schedule. 

On Thurſday Febr. 12. being the Day to which the Convocati- 
on was laſt Prorogued, as the Members of the Lower Houſe 
were walking in the Abby, between nine and ten, News came 
that the Prolocutor was indiſpos'd, and would aſſign a Deputy to 
act for him. Dr. X. ſpoke to a Member of the Majority, that 
this Accident might not occaſion a Difference among us; that 
we ſhould be content to accept of a Deputy appointed by the 
Prolocutor, provided that Application was duly made to the 
Preſident to approve and confirm him. © The faid Members 
allow'd this Propofal to be very reaſonable, and advisd Dr. K. 
and Dr. A to go immediately and acquaint the Archbiſhop of 
ſuch intended Application to his Grace. They were going to- 
ward Feruſalem- Chamber for that purpoſe : But meeting with 
Mr. N. inthe Cloyſters, and mentioning their errand to him, 
* he thought chere was no need of informing the Archbiſhopof 
ce ſuch a deſign before hand; they had better let it alone till 
© Prayers were over; or elſe perhaps it might raiſe ſome diffe. 
e rence, inſtead of preventing it. Upon which they went 

C 2 back 
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back again, and ſoon after, all the Members thereabout went 
imo Hen. VII. Cappel, where the AFuary-made a Report of 
the Prolocutor's illneſs, and his Inability to attend the Houſe, 
and that therefore he had ſent a Form of Deputation for the 
Dean of Chriſt-Church to ſupply his place; which Form he read 
in theſe wards, | 
Die Fovis 12. die menſis Febr. 170 1. juxta, &c. In Hoſpitio Do- 
mini Prolecutoris infra parochiam Sante Magaretz Weſtminſter 
Pre/ente Me. Thomas Bous Notario Publico. 

Quibus die & loco dittus Dominus Prolocutor conſtituit & ordina- 
vit Henricum Aldrich S. T. P. Decanum A dis Chriſti Oxon ad 
legendum Preces pro hac Seſſione, & caterd exequenda quorum Executio 
4b eo delegari proteſt. | 

The Faithful Account ſays, that after Reading this Paper, 
the Dean of Chriſt-Church proceeding to ſay Prayers, was interrupted 
by a Member, &c. But this ſtory is a foul Slander : The Dean of 
Chriſt Church was not at all proceeding to ſay Prayers, nor fo 
much as come to the end of. the Table for -that purpoſe : nor 
will he, I believe, complain of any Rudeneſs in that Member, 
who as ſoon as ever the Actuary had done Reading, to prevent 
the interruption of. Prayers, took occaſion. to lay, that © he 
** ſuppos'd no one would except againſt the Perſon fo ſubſtitu- 
© ted by the Prolocutor : and he preſum'd, we were all unani- 
© mous, that immediately after Prayers a proper Application 
* ſhould be made to the Archbiſhop, to approve and confirm 
te the Perſon fo Deputed, © to which all readily agreed ; or 
as the Account it ſ:If-cells you, It was anſwered by a. Member on 
the other ſide of the Houſe, that there was no deſign of making a com- 
mon Referendary between the two Houſes without conſulting bis Grace. 
As I remember, this Anſwer was in ſome debates after Prayers, 
not as the Account puts it, before Prayers. 

As ſoon as Prayers were over, Dr. K. who had before Prayers 
mov'd for ſending up to deſire the Archbiſhop's Approbation, 
now again renew'd the Motion, and appeal'd to the conſent of 
all Members, that the thing ſhould-be now immediately done. 
And even the Account confeſſes, Mumb. 1. p. 3. That as- ſoon 
as_ prayers were ended, the Houſe ſeem d univerſally inclin'd to ſend a 
Meſſage up to the. Archbiſhop. to acquaint bim with the Deput ation 
which they had made, Let not to ACqQUAINt him only, but to 
Adgreſs to him for his Gracg's conſent and approbation ; nor to 
tell him of a Subſfitution. which thep. (the Houſe) had made; 
but which the Prolocutor himſelf had ſolely made. However 
the meſſage. had been ſent up; All things had been _, 


. 
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and the Buſineſs of the Day had gone regularly on. And there- 
fore who was it that obſtructed the ſending up this Meſſage? 
It was Dr. A. who certainly deſign'd, that no meſſage at all 
ſhould be ſent up of this nature; being prepar'd to argue, what 
is ſince delivered in Print, that the Lower Houſe have a power to 
take a Sub-Prolocutor,and that the Biſhops oug ht not at all to intermeddle 
with it: However, he would not declare this opinion till he had 

got the Chair fill'd, under a pretence of preparing that meſſage, 
which he was labouring to lay aſide. Therefore as the Account 
ſays, it was ſuggeſted, that in order to this (ſending up a Meſſage 
to the Archbiſhop) it was requiſite that Dr. Aldrich ſhould take 
the Chair, and collect the ſenſe of the Houſe in this matter. This in- 3 
deed was the Notion of Dr. 4. who preſs t earneſtly, that Dr. | 
Aldrich ſhould firſt take the Chair,and by his own and others im- | 
portunity prevail'd with him to do it. This rais'd a juſt Murmur | 
among thoſe who ſuſpected no ſuch Formality ; and now | 

thought it an unfair way of evading what had been juſt before 
promis'd wiz. ſending up for the Archbiſhop's Approbation of a 
Swb-Prolocutor. However they offered no diſrepect to the Perſon 
thus thruſt into the Chair, but only declar'd, he had no Right 
w_ — confirm'd by the Archbiſhop; nor could they be a Houſe 
till then. 

The Faithful Account again is abominably unfair in repreſen- 
ting, that Dr. Aldrich was no ſooner in the Chair, and going to 
put the Queſtion, but that ſeveral of the Members roſe up from heir: 
Seats, and in à very diſorderly manner forbid the putting any Queſtion. 
No Body apprehended, that Dr. Aldrich was going to put a Queſti- 

g on, as ſoon as be was in the Chair; nor indeed could he have done. 
it, While there was no mention what the Queſtion ſhould be. 
| It muſt be owned, that Dr. Aldrich behav'd himſelf in the 
Chair with decency and ſilence. The other. part of the Aſſer- 
tion is, if poſſible, more falſe, that the Members roſe up from their 
' Seats, &. I am contident the Members on this fide never took 
theirSeats afterPrayers,and therefore could not rife up from em: 
the diſorderly manner was all owing to the putting one to preſide 
over us as a Houſe, when in the abſence of our Prolocutor we 
| were not yet a Regular Houſe. Dr. 4. indeed iaſiſted upon it, 
| chat they ſhould all fit down and hear the Matter debated : and 
| when he could not prevail with them, he told them, they were 
the moſt unreaſonable Men in the World :: But this ſtill rais'd a grea- 
ter jealouſy, that he would perſwade a Party to recede from the 
Promiſe of ſending up a Meſſage ; though I ſay he had not yet 
profeſt, what the Account dogs ſince declare, that they i were. 
throug bly - 


nr 
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. thy atisfie their Riobr to deputen Prolocutor in ſuch an Exi- 
_ {rg — 4 [ bt Grace and the Biſhops at all 
withit. Numb; 1. . 4. It the Majority therefore ſhould have 
made this their Reſolution 3 would not the repeated Promiſe of ap- 
plyingto the Archbiſhop have failed? and would not the ho- 
nour of the Houſe have ſaffered with it? Therefore a Member 
very calmly reaſon'd with them, that to fit as a Houſe with a 
Sab-Prolocatorin the Chair, and ſo debate the preſent Queſtion 
would be indeed to give up the Queſtion: For the Queſtion 
was, whether we could be a Houle, and have our Debates 
moderated by a deputed Prolocutor, before the Archbiſhop's 
Confirmation of him? Alon this fide dec}ar*d, they could not ac- 
quieſce, till Dr. Aldrich left the Chair. | 

In the midſt of this Diſpute, (as the Account ſays) Two of the 
Members (they were the Dean of Winchefer, and the Arch- 
deacon of Colcheſter) took the Inſtruments of Subſtitution from the 
Table, and went up to the Biſhops with it; hoping to — back 
with due Contirmation; and fo compoſe the unhappy Diſpute, 
that the Houſe regularly ſetled might proceed to Buſine's. And 
therefore there is little need of ſuch a hard Reflexion in the ſaid 
Account, that they bad no Authority from the Houſe to go upon this 
Errand ; when they did not pretend to go in the Name of the 
Houſe, but as private Members only; nor could they fo much as 
ask leave of the Houſe, while in their opinion it was no Houſe. 
It is lefs Manners to reflect, ib. p. 4. That yer both they and therr 
Paper were receiv'd above: Notwithſtanding the Rule, which had at 
other timer been made, of not Admitting any Meſſenger from below, 
without the Prolocutor. Did their Lordihips break any Rule of not 
receiving Meſſengers above, when there was no Prolocutor below? 
Or was this receiving any Meſſage from the Lower- houſe, wlien 
Dr. Mickart and Dr. Beveridge came up only as private Perſons ? 
But the Accrunt lays, That the coming up of theſe Members, with 
aw original Injtrument and At of the Houſe, imply d ſuch a Meſſage : 
But this is a raſh Implication from a miſtaken Fact; for they 
really went up with a Private and Perſonal Inſtrument only, 
and with no A& or pretended Act of the Houſe. If at leaſt a 
Meſſage without a Prolocutor was now ſo Irregular ; how came 
the Majority preſently after to fend up other Meſſengers with- 
out the Prolocutor or his Subfticute 2 as the Account relates. 
At laſt notwithſtanding the loud Oppoſition made to their Debates, the 
Houſe came to a Reſolution in Form of ſending up ſome others of their 
Number, to give notice to his Grace and the Biſhops, of the Subſftituti- 
en they had made. Theſe Meſſengers were not Admitted == where 
here 


' 
| 
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there be more Miſtakes than there are Lines; for the mutual 
Oppoſition was indeed ſo Loud, that it was impoſible to come to 
any Reſolation in Form : Not was the Reſolution pretended, that 
thoſe Meſſengers ſhould give notice of the Subſtitution, when the 
very Inſtrument of Subſticution was before their Lordſhips, and 
two Members with it; and therefore their Lordſhips could not 
want any further Notice : Nor could the Houſe fend Notice of 
the Subſtitution which they bad made, when the Subſtitution 
was made by the Prolocutor alone; the Inſtrument was pure- 
ly in his Name, and had not been referr'd to the Conſent of 
what they call the Houſe. Nor is there any Reaſon in the 
World for complaining, that theſe Meſſengers were not Admitted, 
when, as I hear, no manner of Admiſſion was askt or refus'd ; 
nor did they ſo much as ſend in word, thatthey were without 
becauſe, lpreſume, they might hear, that theProrogation wasalready- 
Reſolv'd, and Mr.Ty/lot was ordered to call up all theLowerClergy. . 

I cannot give you a juſt Account what the particular Diſpu- 
tations were in Henry VIT's Chapel, becauſe they were Abrupt 
and Tumultuous, and there was no taking any Notes of them. 
But I and many others remember enough to confute another 
Slander in the Faithful Account. Mumb. r. p. 4. That to the 
purpoſe of ſatisfying the Houſe of their Right to depute a Pro- 
locutor, the Precedent was read out of the Book of 1640. — and 
the Members who oppos d the Queſt ion, mere openly challeng d to give any 
Account of it that was conſiſtent with their preſent pony They 
were utterly at a loſs for a Reply, and yet perſiſted with vebemence 
in their Demand, &c. The daring indeed of one certain Mem- 
ber might be properly call'd a Challenging : But the Perſons he 
ſo challeng'd, were at no great Jeſs for a Reply: They faid firſt, 
that it did not appear to them but that the Prolocutor in 1646» 
might have the Archibſhop's Aut bority, or at leaſt his Leave for ap- 
pointing a Subſtitute; tho it did not appear in that Book: for 
there were many other Inſtances, in which the Minutes do omit 
the mention of the Archbiſhop's Authority and leave, when yet 
they did moſt certainly intervene. And it was probable, the 
Archbiſhop might give leave for the Prolocutor's Abſence and 
ſupplying the Chair by Proxy ; as he gave leave for the Abſence 
of; any other Members ; which was alway given, tho it was rarely 
entred upon the Books. That however they could not judge oy + 
the Lower Houſe book what was done or not done above, with- 
out comparing it with the Regiſter of the Upper Houſe, which 
they had not then an opportunity of doing. | The Accouns in- 
deed has ſince told us, that the Contemporary Regiſter of the Upper 


Howſe 
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Houſe u preſerv'd entire, and ſhews, that their Conſent to thu Subſti- 
tution, was neither ask'd nor given: But by looking into it, I find 
the Arch-Biſhop and Biſhops did not meet on that Day; but 
a Commiſſary only was ſent to the Upper Houſe, for no other 
purpoſe, but to Prorogue to another Day; the more likely, 
that the Conſent of the Arch-Biſhop was really ask d, and given; 
tho” it could not be, and needed not to be entred, as a Synodical 
Act.] They argued further, That granting this Precedent of 
1640. to exclude all Application to the Arch Biſhop, (which 
was impoſſible to prove) yet there was another Precedent, much 
more expreſs for the Archbiſhop's Leave given to the Prolocu- 
tor, to be abſent during his Sickneſs, and to appoint a Deputy 
to act for him; Anno 1533. Apr. 3. Quo die Prolocutor exbibuit, 
&c. & ibidem Dominus Prolocutor D. TULOIMNAN r mavit ſe &. 
 +grotum eſſe, & Petiit ut durante Infirmitate ejus Mag iſt er Fx /i 
vollet adeſſe, vel Mag iſter D. Bell exerceret officium ſuum, & CON- 
ceſſum et. They urg' d this Precedent as equivalent at leaſt to 
the other; or rather as much more material: for th Inſtance 
did expreſly aſſert the Arch-Biſhop's Authority, and the other 
-Inſtance did but tacicly omit that Authority. [The Author of 
the Account, Numb. x. p. 8. reſolves this Cafe into the Prolo- 
chtor's being ſick of the Arch-Biſhop, and of the Buſineſs which was 
then going forward; and for that end to bave deſir d a formal Diſ- 
miſſon But this is all Fancy, and a wild Amulement. ] Dr. At- 
terbury indeed argued, that there being two Precedents of con- 
trary Practice, the latter of em ought to take place: For it was 
ſo in the Houſe of Commons. The others only anſwer'd, That 
this might be dangerous in Convocation; ſor upon ſuch a Rule, 
the ſingular Practices of the laſt Convocation, might come to 
be better Evidence, than the contrary Proceeding of all former 
Synods.— They did further own, that their Memory could not 
reach to particular Precedents upon the Books; but they 
thought the Reaſon of the thing, might enough determine the 
Matter.— For they could not imagine a Sub Prolocutor to be a 
greater Man than the Prolocutor himſelf: And therefore, if 
the Prolocutor, upon Election, could be no Chai:-Man, to 
Preſide over the Houſe, till he was preſented to the Arch- 
Biſhop, and confirm'd by him: It did not ſeem decent, 
that the Sub-Prolocutor ſhould have a greater Priviledge — That 
the other ſide themſelves had own'd, in effect, the neceſſity of 
Approbation from the Upper Houle ; for they acknowledg'd (as 
the Account rightly ſays), that they had 0 Deſign of making a 
Common Referendary berween che two Houſes, _ con 
ſulting 
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—-And that it was purel: with a Deſign of 
ding up for ſuch an Approbation, that the Chair was now takin, 

that as ſoon as the Vote for a Meſſage was made, it ſhould imme- 


ſulting bas Grace. 
ſen 


How can they diſtinguiſh between a Referendary and a Pro. 


| heutar, and make it neceſſary for the Archbiſhop to approve 


the firſt, but not the latter? When our Regiſters make no ſuch 


Diſtinction, they alway call him Referendarius ſive Prolocutor; 


the ſame Office, in the ſame Man. How could they promiſe, 
He ſhould immediately quit the Chair, as ſoon as a Vote was made; 
but upon their own Confeſſion, that he had no Right to that 
Chair? For if he ſat there as Prolocutor ſufficiently deputed, he 


had as much Right to continue in the Chair after the Vote, as 


before it. That they themſelves betray d the Caule; in a- 


; nother of their Suppoſitions ; For they ſuppos'd the Deputy fo 


nominated by the Prolocutor, muſt be Accepted and Confirm'd 
by Conſent of the lower Clergy : And yet there was as much 


- Reaſon for the Pr:/ident's Conſent, as for that of the Inferiour 


Members, —T hat again they look'd upon the Conſent of the Houſe 
to be neceſſary, when yet in many Subſtirutions entred upon 


the Books, there appears to be no ſuch Conſent of the Houle 
_ entred wich them: And therefore it was at leaſt as probable, 
that the Archbiſhop might conſent, tho? it was not ditectly en- 


tredin the Regiſter; as that the lower Houſe ſhould conſent, 


where there is no Act remaining of it That they likewiſe 


of the Majority had been often appealing to Parliamentary 


Practice, when no ſuch Practice there appear'd among the 
Commons, who in the Sickneſs or Abſence of their Speaker, 
had no ſuch way of filling the Chair by Subſtitution. Such 

like Hints, and many others of this kind, were given. — As 
to thoſe ſpecious Authorities, that are produced in the Faithful 
Account, it would here break in upon your Patience to ſee em 
 Examin'd and refuted. You ſhall find this done by another 


Hand, in a ſhort time ; and till then, ſuſpend your Opinion 


I return to tell you, That it was happy for us, the Regiſter 


came into Henry the Seventh's Chapel, and delivered an Order 


for our coming All up, to attend his Grace in Zeruſalem Cham- 


ber: We would not oppoſe the Dean of Chrif-Church going at 


the Head of us, with a Cap and Verger, as formal Prolocutor. 


When we were come into Feruſalem Chamber, the Archbiſhop 


(I think) ſpoke in theſe words: | 
= ads; 
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"My Brethren of the Clergy, 


' Here has hapned an Incident of great moment, which 1 
«6: and my Brethren muſt take time to conſider of, between 
this and Sarardey next; to which time I have thought fit to Pro- 
rogue the Convocation. I order you, Mr. Tillot, ta read the 
Schedule. * TS; 


YorUll find this ſhort Admonition of his Grace to the Clergy, 
very much miſtepreſented in che "Faithful Accomnt, Numb. 1. 
where tis rudely ſaid, The Clergy were told; 2s if it was not 
worth while to — mow — — made to 
begin with a P ence, when no ſuch Paper was men- 
8 tion, It is eds ots Cd That G0 Sen bad determin d 
10 Adjourn,” when his Grace never uſes any ſuch word as Ad. 
feurning; nor indeed is it any Synodical Term. In all the Sche- 
dules, Entries, and other Acts, the Seſſont are always appointed 
aid expreſsd by Continuing and Provoguing : The Phraſe of Ad. 
fonrning was very lately introduced into the Lower Houſe, to 
Aſſert their Deſjꝑn of ſeparate and intermediate Meetings; and 
is now confidenti put into the Mouth of the 'Prefident, to imply, 
that the Scbedale only Aijourn: the Upper Houle, and leaves the 
Tower Ctergy to Adjomm themſelyes. A Fancy, that is directly 
vonrrary to the Words df the Schedule, to the Nature of tranſ- 
© mitting it, and indeed to the Fundamental Conſtitution of Pro- 
*vincial Synods. 54 | | | 

Phe Accoum, Numb. 1. p. 4. proceeds to repreſent the 
"Clergy as aggriev'd and. offended, when there was nathing 10 
mike em ſo, but the Inſinuation of ſome few reſtleſs Members. 
"Fh#.warrevery way (ſays the Bold Act unt) 4 Surprixe to ther: : 
I defeared rhe Hopes They bad entertain d, "of bearing the Report made 
From ib Committee of Accommudation, and of receiving an [Anſwer 
n ning, (which'their Lordſhips bad ſolemnly promis'd on ths Day) 

to a Complaint preferr'd by them in the laft Seſſion, againſt the Biſhop. 
F Sarüm. The. Sürpztze was all owing to the Prolocutors 
unexpected Abſence, whoſe Hineſs was not then ſo great in his 
"own Apprehenſiop, but tfrat he was ready dd, and juſt reſdl- 
ving to attend thE Houſe that Morning: And when pppartune- 
ty dillwaded from going out, be deputed the Dean of Cbriſ- 
i Churth to Officiate for him; Even tbat᷑ Incident would not have 
interrupted the Buſineſs of. the Day, if a regular Application 
= had 


1 

had been made (as by common Conſent was at firſt agreed) to 
the Archbiſhop, to have the Perſon ſo nominated by the Pro- 
locutor, to be approv'd and confirm d by his Grace (with Con- 
ſent of his Suffragans) for the common Referendary between the two 
Houſes, It was the obſtructing this Method, that made the 
Lower Clergy to be not 4 Houſe ; and that induc'd the Arch- 
biſhop! wiſely to defer the Diſpute ariſing on it, for two Days 
longer; when (in all the probability then appearing)the Prolocu- 
tor himſelf would attend in Perſon, and ſuperſede the Queſtion 
about a Subſtitution. There was not, I am confident, the leaſh 
Intention, to defeat any hopes of 4 Report from the Committee of Ac- 
oommodat ion. For the Report could not be ſuppreſs'd, and the 
immediate Delivery was expected by thoſe who are called Di/ 
ſent ing Members, who were ready with a Declaration. of their 
judgment on it. Much lef6 could their Lordſhip's mean to de- 
cline an Anſwer (which they bad ſolemnly pꝛomiſed on. ths Day) 
to 4 Complaint preferr'd agamHt the Biſhop of Sarum: For that 
Anſwer in Writing was accordingly prepar'd, and was fo clear 
and effeQual, that the ſooner it was delivered, the more for 
the — of that Prelate, whom ic more eſpecially con- 
cern'd. | 

Bat (lays the Account) that which moſt troubled them was the 
unuſual Manner of Adjourning bn Houſes together; 4 Practice 
which" they rhought,, manifeftly tended to the Deſtruction of their 
Rights, as a ſeparate Houſe 3 and which was never, that they knew 
of, attempted. ſince the Statute of Submiſſion, &c. The Author 
borrowed this Notion from Dr. 4. of whom, on this Occaſion, 
tis neceflary to tell what follows. After the Form of Proro- 
gation had been this Day, Febr. 12. read and fign'd in the 
Upper Houſe, as the Clergy were departing out of Feruſalem 
Chamber, Dr. A. toward the Door was earneſtly pulhing on 
ſome Members, and crying, Away to the Lower Houſe, to the 
Lower Houſe. The Ch. of L. turning back upon him, ask'd, 
If he were not aſham d to be alway promoting Contention and 
© Diviſion? Dr. A. anſwer d to this effect, That he was not aſbam d 
* to be for the Rights of the Clergy ; that there never was an In- 
© ſtance before the laſt Lear, where the Clergy were diſmiſs d by a 
Prorogation in the Upper Houſe. The Ch. replied, I am afraid, 
© Sir, you are not to be believ'd; for 1 think by your own 
: 2 you have forfeited your Credit with all good Men 

Or ever. = 
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I mention th only to ſhew you, upon whoſe Authority the 
Account complains of the anuſual Manner of Adjourning both Houſes 
rogerher, If it were bare Adjourning indeed, it would not be pro- 
per; but if it were really Proroguing by an Act including the 
preſent Convocation, and the diſtin Houſes of Prelates and 
Clergy ; then where all th2 Parties concern'd are all togetber, it 
makes the Act more ſolemn, and more adapted to the Unity 
of the Sy nod. The Account pretends it à Practice never attempted, 
&c. But you'll-find a great many Fallacies, and at laſt a per- 
fect Miſtake in this froward Aſſertion. 

Hrſt, The Writer qualifies the Fact, Never attempted ſince the 
Statute of Submiſſion, which is founded upon Dr. A's wrong 
Nation, that the Statute of Submiſſion altred the Form of holdin 
an Engliſh Convocation, and the Methods of Continuing an 
Proroguing the Seſſions of it. A Notion meerly precarious : 
For the Lower Clergy, upon the Reformation, were no. more 
exempted. from, Metropolitical Authority, than they were be- 
fore: And the Manner of the moſt Reverend Preſiding and 
Proroguing, continued juſt the ſame, in reſpect of the Prelates 
and Clergy ; as I think has been demonſtrated in other Books. 
Sa as in this Caſe, if the Inferiour Clergy before the Sta ute of 
Submiſſion were concluded in an Act of Prorogation, whenever 
they were preſent in the Upper Houſe ; there can be no pre- 
tence why they ſhould be aſterward exempted, when no Letter, 
or poſſible Meaning of that Statute, does Countenance any ſuch 
Exemption. That Statute was fram'd to make the Archbiſhop 
Biſhops and Clergy more Subject to the Royal Power; but 
was not at all deſfign'd to make the Presbyters more independent 
on the Metropolitan and Biſhops. The Account therefore qua- 
lifies the Aﬀertion once more, Unleſf when there was 8 concurrent 
Adjournment, or Prorogation of the Parliament, Adjournment or 
Prorogation, if meant as a Dis junctive, may indeed ſecure the 


Point; for it will be hard to prove, the Convocation Pro- 


rogued upon any Day, when one Houſe or other of Parliament 
was not at leaſt Adjourn d: But if it be meant of Royal Proro- 
gations of the Parliament, th does not affect the Aichbiſhop's 
Right of Proroguing both Houſes together, at other ordinary 
times: For'the King's Writ does not Prorogue the Convoca- 
tion, (whatever Surmiſes have been of late taken up) but 
only commands the Archbiſhop to Prorogue it; and even to 
Prorogue it modo debito, in the due and uſual manner. So as if 
the Archbiſhop cannot Prorogue both Honſes together, Without 

5 a Royal 


a Royal Writ, he can no more F do i by veriye.of | that Writs. 
4 


Which neither mentions nor iavplies any ſac ew Authority 


Nay if his Grace could not Difaifs the Prelates"and Clergy ins 


the ſame place by his own, ordinary Right, he ought not to di 
it upon ſuch extraordinary Writ of Royal Prorogation ; for if 
he did, he would not obey the Writ ; he would not do it 6. 
do debito, in due and uſual manner. There is another fallacy 
in this Diſtinction, as if the two Houſes of Convocation were. 
alway ſeparately Prorogued upon the ordinary Schedules, and al- 
way jointly Prorogued upon the Royal Writs; when there was 
no ſuch ſtanding Rule or Practice: The Convocation in each 
Caſe was either way Prorogued , ſometimes the Houſes apart, 
and ſometimes together, as well upon Prorogations, of the Par- 
liament, as upon Prorogations of the Synad only. So as the 
Writer brings in two Cales of Exception, the Statute of Submiſfion, 
and the Rel Writ af Prorogation, When, in Truth seither of 
theſe” Caſes do give the Archbilhop more or el Authority in 
reſpe to the Form and Mapner of \Proroguing, than he had 
- and ſtill has by the conſtitution of this Epiſcopal Church, 

But afterall, granting the Exceptions, were Reaſonable, yet 
fill the Aſlertion fails of being true; For between the Srature 
of Submilien znd the 12 Convocation, both Houſes have been 
certainly Prorogued together. Therebe many Inſtanges upon the 
Regiſters of the Upper-houſe, where the Prolocutor and Cler- 
gy are call'd up and do appeir, when immediately after, the 
Prorogation is entred in the Journal, with Sufficient implication 
that the Clergy were not withdrawn. And there are ſeveral 
expreſs Notices of the Lower Clergy being a&ually Preſent, 
when the Prorogation was made by the Preſident. or his Com, 
miſſary in loco Synodi, as will be ſoon demonſtrated in another 
Treatiſe, There was never I believe, till laſt Convocation any 
ſeruple of ſuch a power of Proroguing the whole Synod in the 
Synodical place, the Upper-houſe. It mult be on this ſuppoſi- 
tion, that cle Kfembier: of the Lower houſe are laid to Depart, 
whenever they heard that the Prorogation was made above. 
1586. 2. Convoc. Sefs, 6, 8, 9. It muſt be on the ſime Supgo- 
ſition, that the Prorogation made above in preſence of the Pro- 
locutor and ſome few Attendants, upon their return to the Low- 
er-houſe, is only Related, and all the Members are immediately 
Diſmiſt. 1586. 1. Convoc. Sefs. 8. 2. Convoc. Sels. . 3. 10. 
&c. And certainly it is upon the ſame Foot, that the Archbi- 
ſhop Prorogues the Prelates and Clergy together upon the fir 
Day of Convocation : The Schedule which then includes both 00 
| t 
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uh Preſet of beth, may 5 the ſathe forte ahd effect upon 
y otber Seflion, unleſs 4 new Reaſon can be offered, why it 
as be valid at 'one time, and not at anotber. 
00 this undoubced Right, the Archbiſhop, by Counſel and 
Conſent of bis Suffragans, could think no chi dre proper to 
Prorog de both Houles together. than at this Juncture, Felx. 12. ; 
ende upon the Abſence of a Prolocutot, afid the tumultuous 
Diſputes ab6ut a Deputy, the moſt peacenble edutſe that could 
be taken Was, not at this time, to ſend a Schedule to the Lower- 
houle, but to call up all the Menibers to be Witneſſes of dif 
miſting the whole Convocatiqn: And therefore the taking this 
properMethod of Peace andUnion need not Have pur any part of 
che Inferiou r Clergy u n anew way of retürmig to their own 
Houle 1 55 a Prolocutor, (as they did, you heat, chiefly. by 
the intipation of one phouiet Member chere 0 Have Intiha- 
Gi . 705 they had al a ſonalty heard. As the Ne 
ſo, 4407 Fort 17 2 e Member. went down 1 Fat hes 


) rep e Lac $ Ly Adj titpiog th he own 210 chat 


175 of 
R u pon. this N Norion Ny 77 Proocuter began 7205 ca 


Bro the $:he ule, as a Pa Jari 4 Ad. 
fourn 'd them elves, when is the lain Fact that can be, that 
985 Lotdſhips never 2 chemteltes, not does the Archbi- 
mo Adjourn the Upper-l ouls:; but . © be alway Continues and 
Proripues the whoſe Sings: He does : this, as he does all other 
Acts 8 nodical Authority, with Advice and Coriſerit of his 
Sb Fagan Heepen. And yet when he makes the Act into a 
forma lnſtfbchent he does not fo much as mention the Nr 
of bis 4777 ip thar Inſttument however the late Expedient 
unhapp Ppſly tm bes) hüt wy runs {of the his Grade's Name, 

and Expreles le hg | 
Fro n erg by 55 2 9 5 I 

ils now to Saturday 14. the 1 ointe 

1 1 for 5 next 0 Sefton, go firſt 12 
Account . On Friday the 1 Hay wr dy'd: bis death 
pht an end « to the 05 100 about tbe | power of Depit Og, and they re- 
[6tv'd if it Were palible not io ftarf any 155 ones : therefore when 
they met 01 on Satis da morning, di 4 not form therhſelves i into an Houſe 
bit went up to the Liſalein C amber ma Boa, ro acgudint 
bis Grace and the Biſhops with what bad bapned. 1 With this could 
be 


31. 
he takenfor.a Sign of Reipect to bis Grace and their 7 
that chen Aid net nom fm themſelves into = 1 
which, they. hadno.Power, when. the Pro 7 
his Deu right (wbaceugr it was) n e 3 a 
bim: en a@o.much as, have gone to Moak, ko 
copſider;af waiting pnutheyr I 55 Hod to ene Eran 
Membercodgliver,a;Repgre OY: a, 
1; preſo me: there never, was « Pres Git peg 
thus, A eum fas their Largſhips 4 2 Las p— 05 10 
Lauer Cierg) jogned) an Hoppurable Perſon who, hod;heen pitched pen 
to tale the Report of. the: Prolocugor's, death, begenzo, doit. Let; wn 
Hüte hong upon him be. as Regular as it will ; ;yee, I. could, qt hear, 
«hat he <id.in;the.lealt Begin 10 make his Report, or cat, he 
Þrovght out que fy able of it. And therefoce. it is not decent 
ſuggeſt, chat he Was interrupted. by. the Arch biſhop who = 
Agcpunt makes. you belieye, , {ig 4 80 10 the Fino much af- 
len abe fyllouin RE „Thar he. was 1110 0 0 899105 
he heard. the. P 40 locutgrs > Wine hn Sp mis 
„ Thunſdopagxtahe dhe Dean and Chapter of. 10 A. r wood 
dt Abe Wr wn 1 an Fe ns ay 05 
ie Gonvocatiangoul d not ſi tand efore e.1nten 1 5 Jqugn 
ee ib till, a ey Fe ag d 2.vry. carglgls oma rex 
.perverſe mannerof wprelanting cheſe 85 0 587 a 
ibiſhpp tothe Clergy st. abs, head, of ;a -Proyingal 550 
.yearan Excellent, ee d ha. Graces Teen Jy long. 
Paper, whichcif it could haws þaen regd nes WA baye been 
r A own. dnſy'er. Adr e : in tn By b 5 
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: preſent; Saturday, when the Arch ach to. the 
Clergy no otet way then thus. / Brethren of 55 
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the deceaſed Profocutor were of opinion, that it would be moſt 


Reſpectful to his Memory, not to fill the Chair, till his Body was 
Interr'd. The Account pretends, they were in greater haſt for 
a new Prolocutor, becaufe for near ſeven week finte they firſt met, 
they bad not been able to do any thing, whith might anſwer the Expect a. 
rions of the World, Perhaps in the World's opinion, there was 
leſs occaſion to loſe any more'tithe !'6r to keep the Clergy from 
their Cures, when the Neceſſities of the Church did not require 
it. That 4 Majority in the Lower Houſe, not acting in ooncur- 
rence with their Lordſhips, nor in common meaſures wich the 


Reſt of their own Brethren, were at laſt not able to anſwer Ex. 


pettations { HE was the niore Happy for the Peace and 
Intereſt of our Church and Nation. And therefore the Odium 
of it can be the better bore by thoſe, on whom this indecent 
writer Caſts it, they are, tber Lordſhips Favourites in the Lower 
Houſe ; and their Lordſhips themſelves in the Upper. And Firſt 
ſort vf their Lopdſbip Favourites in the Lower Houſe" lay d Obſtrutti- 
vn in the waj towards Bufineſi, and were obſerv d to have fudiouſly 


*cbeck'd and ratarded very Attempt that bad been made for ſetting 


the Houſe at work, but never once to bave offerd any motion of that 
' kind themſelves. Theſe are hard words taken out of a Speech of 
Dr. A. who in a former Seſſion told the Houſe, that he had 
Alen obſerv'd; that the Members of the other ſide were 
, for obſtructing ' all Buſineſs, and had never once propos'd 


any Buſineſs themſelves ; and therefore deſired that the Houſe 


would pay no regard to their Motions, © How was it proper 


for them to propoſe any new Buſineſs; when they knew that 
their very pr 45 5 6f it would be a prejudice and a hindrance 
MLS Sn 


to it ? Nor could "they wich a fafe' Conſcience ſer the None at 


work, while they ſaw the Methods of *Diſpatching were not as 


yet, agreed upon. Had the ways of tranſacting Buſineſs been 


compos'd and fixt ; theſe Members I can aſſure you had ſome 
things to offer, in which the Benefit of Church and _ was 
very neatly Toncern'd. They had reaſon! indeed to © 

\ Tome other deſigns ; but being alway over rul'd, they cannot 


ſtruct 


be juſtly charg d by this Writer for ſetting aſide any Attempt of 


the Majority; for oy cy could put che Queſtion when 


they pleas'd, and carty it how they pleas d: And they were fo 
far from being hindted by the weaker ſide, that they were really 
beholden to them for putting em often in the righter way, and 


O bringing their Buſineſs on with greater Expedition, as I can 


a+ 


tell you in many Inſtances; but le mention at preſent only 


4 


their Addreſs againſt the Biſhop of Sarum, which though it 
Wy * ie WT i I] 18 215, #, Was 
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was at laſt very uncorrect, yet if the Managers of it had been 
left to themſelves, it had been a much ſtranger Complaint, and 
more full of falſe Suggeſtions : And even after it was Reported 
to the Lower Houſe, it had gone up with another groſs miſtake 
in it, if one of thoſe whom he calls their Lordſhips Favourites 
had not pointed out the Error, and cauſed them to interline the 
Paper befare they delivered it. 
ut it ſeems, Buſineſs was obſtructed not only by their Lord- 
ſhips Favourites, but by their Lordſhips themſelves : For the Ac- 
count complains, that my Lords the Biſhops had not been pleas'd in all 
this time, to propoſe thing to the Clergy, beſides an Addreſs, 
and a Committee for in/pe#ing à Journal which had been late- 
ly diſcovered. Well! but a Propoſing of the Firſt was fo proper an 
Example of Affection and Loyalty to the King; and a Propo- 
ſing the Second was fo good an Inſtance of Juſtice and Kindneſs 
in the Metropolitan; that theſe two Propoſals need not have 
been ſlighted, and ſomewhat elſe beſides tbem be fo eagerly deſir'd. 
I doubt theſe two Propoſals of their Lordſhips did not meet with 
ſuch cheerful Acceptance in the Lower Houſe, as could encou- 
rage their Lordſhips to propoſe many other matters. When the 
ſaid Addreſs was brought down on Teſday Fanuar. 20. it was 
kept ſome time in the Prolocutor's hands, before it was commu- 
nicated to the Houſe; and then upon Reading, ſome ObjeRi- 
ons not ſovery material were made to it : One Excepted againſt 
the Phraſe of Archbiſhop Biſhops and Reft of the Clergy, as it the 
word Reſ did ſomewhat derogate from the honour of the Low- 
er Houſe , tho it was the proper Convocational Stile, and had 
been uſed the very laſt year, both in the Addreſs to his Majeſty, 
and in his Majeſty's Gracious Anſwer. Another found fault with 
this Expreflion as ambiguous, to maintain your Majeſty's rightful 
title tothe Imperial Crown of theſe Realms, the Succeſſion thereof 
in the Proteſtant Line as now by Law eſtabliſhed. — And at laſt, the 
Majority would propoſe this Amendment to their Lordſhips, to 
change the word Reformed Churches into Proteſtant Churches, tho 
this very phrale of Reformed Churches was in the laſt Addreſs, 
and even put in there (by thoſe Men who now objected it) 
25 an. Amendment for Reformed Religion. And as to the ſecond 
Propo/al of their Lordſhips, a Committee for inſpeRing an original 
Ad Book ſo uſeful towards a Formulary, it is well known what a 
ſignal Partiality there was, in appointing that Committee, and 
in excluding from ig every Member that was not in the Cauſe of 
the Lower Houſe againſt the Upper. —Bur if their Lordſhips had 


really met with all reſpectful * in theſe two Pro 
1 


2 * 
4 s 2 
— — — 2 —— — - _— — 
— — — - a — 5 I 
— _> 2 4 CL I — - 
— „4 NN — — 


5 = 
— — —— 3 
* — Ir 


: * 2 — 
— —-„- — 8 — 


- by N 2 TT 
— — r= — _ 
— — — — n 
PSY Ax « 4 


1341 MW 
fals; yet dis poſſible their Lordſhips might think themſelves re. 
ſtrained from propoſing any Synodical Affairs of Judicial Cog. 
hilance, (which ſome of the Clergy deſir'd to meddle with) till 


his Majeſties Licenſe had been firſt regularly granted. 


The Account therefore is very uncharitable in ſaying, Numb. 


T. p. 5. that theſe Reflections added to the Adjournment now publiſh'd 


till Thurſday—gave the Clergy, freſh and juſt matter of Diſquier. 
&c. and then coming off in an Ironical way, But their Complaints 


were at preſent ſtifled, by what they now heard of rhe Neceſſity, which 


the Dean and Prebendaries were under of meeting Capitularly in the 
Feruſalem-Chamber on Monday and Tueſday next (and Preciſely it 
ſeems at the time of the Synodic Seſſion) which was an excuſe for this 
laſt Delay The Writer knows in his conſcience, that the 
Archbiſhop did not frame this for an excuſe: his Grace reported 
it as a good Reaſon given by the Lord Biſhopof Rocheſter Dean 
of that Church, who beſt knew what Days the Chapter was to 
meet there, and at what time preciſely. And therefore there was 
no ſuch Grievance in this Day's Diſmiſſion, as to move ſome of 
the Lower Clergy to return again to Hen. VII. Chapple, and 
there co conſult together, when they could not form themſelves 
into a Houſe, and when therefore private Conſultations might 
have been as proper in any other Place. They muſt remember, 
that ſome of their Brethren did Expoſtulate with them, and 
would have diſſwaded them from ſuch an appearance of Con- 
tempt and Separation ; and offered to go along with them to 
conſult in any other Place, beſides that which they would call 
the Lower Houſe. - 6 hd | 5 

Upon Thur/day Februar. 19. being the next Synodical Day, 
the Archbiſhop and Biſhops meeting in Feruſalem Chamber, 
Prayers were ſolemnly Read, many of the Lower Clergy joyn- 
ing with their Lord ſnips, as in the only Place of Synod : tho the 
other Part of the Clergy would firſt meet in what they call'd 
their own Houſe, and would have Prayers read to them by a 
Prebendary of that Church; and then came up to Feruſalem- 
Chamber ; where ſoon after Prayers the Archbiſhop and Biſhops 
being ſeated, and the Clergy ſtanding round, his Grace addreſt 
himſelf to the Clergy in this Speech, which, to prevent falſe 
Copies, at the deſire of his Suffragans, he was pleasd to 


Publiſh, 


4 


 CFafF- 


A True Copy of the Arch-Bi ſhop of Canterbury's Speech, 
j in Jeruſalem Chamber, on Thurſday, February 19. 170 


- Brethren of the Clergy, 


Hen you brought up your laſt Addreſs complaining of a Breach 
f Priviledge by tbe Biſhop of Salisbury, we readily re- 
ceived it, and no one of us was more ready to doit than the Biſhop bim- 
ſelf. We then promiſed you ſhould have an Anſwer to it on the 
next day of our meeting. The Anſwer was accordingly prepar'd, being 
founded upon the Ads of the Biſhop's Court at Salisbury, and the ae. 
count given by the Fudge of that Court, which Anſwer you may ſee 
enter'd in our Journal. | 

The late Prolocutor's ilIneſs, and an incident that happened upon 
it, were the cauſe that this Anſwer was not communicated that day: 
We bope, when you bave read that Anſwer, you will not ſuffer your 
ſelves for the future to be ſurpris d into complaints of this Nature, but 
will ft ay till you are fully aſſur d, that they are well-grounded both in 
Fact and Right, I ſay Right, as well as Fact. For your Aſſertion, 
that we are Priviledged from all Suits, except for Breach of the 
Peace, was not. well conſidered, fince there are matters à higher 
nature wherein Privilege cannot be pleaded. I might add, that if 
I miſtake not the ſenſe of the late Act, it ſuffers. the Cauſe to go on, 
provided that the perſon remains unmoleſted. But of this enough, 
eſpecially conſidering that the Perſon particularly concerned is lately 
Dea | 


By his Death the Prolocutor's Chair becoming void, you may juſt- 
ly expect, I ſhould ſay ſomething concerning the filling of it. That is 
a matter, which as the ftate of our Affairs at preſent ſtands, needs 
much deliberation. I have had many thoughts upon that Subject, and 
I will freely communicate ſuch of them, as I judge to be proper at 
this time. 

The Choice of 4 Prolocutor or Referendary, is equally the right 
and concern of the whole Lower- houſe. Many of the Members ( ſe- 
veral of which deſired earneſtly to be diſmiſs d,) are now abſent in the 
Country, and divers of them at a great diſtance from London. They 
are (Ibelie ve,) gone down, as for other reaſons, ſo chiefly that they 
may attend their reſpeFive Cures in this ſolemn time of Lent, and 
beſtow a conſiderable part of it in Catechiſing, and preparing Perſons 
for the vleſſed Sacrament at Eaſter. 

It will not, Ithink, be fair to exclude them from 4 ſhare'in 4 
New Election: and to ſend for _ up, when they are ſo well en- 
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plojed, meerly for the choice of a Prolocutor, without other 
neceſſary buſinek here, will be @ bardſbip to them, and a prejudics 
to their Cures. No Synodical Buſime/s is yet, by Royal Authority, 
laid before the Convocation. If there were, yet till the Formulary 
be better ſettled, the Buſmeſi would, at every turn, be interrupted by 
Debates about Methods of Proceeding. | 

During a Recels, good Progreſs may, I hope, be made in that 
matter. Many Materials are already brought together in order to the 
preparing of a Draug bt for compoſing a Modus tenendi Convocatio- 
nem. I bave communicated eneauthentick Book, which came lately 
to my bands, and am in hopes of recovering anotber, together with ſe- 
weral Papers, which may be uſeful to this purpoſe. And 1 doubt not but 
tbe Members of both Houſes will contribute their Endeavour; towards. 
the ſame good Work. | 

For the aboweſaid Reaſens, as alſo becauſe a War ſeems to be break- 
ing out, which will in ſome meaſare divert mens thoughts from -buſineſ+ 
of thisnature ; and there are likewiſe appearances of a ſpeedy winding 
pf  Publick Affairs; I purpoſe further to deliberate about appoin- 
ting the choice of 4 Prolocutor, and at preſent to proceed to a Proroga- 
tion. But I. ſhall. de it by ſuch Intervals, during this Seſſions of Par- 
K-ment, at may upon any. emergent occaſions leave room for the 
choice of. Prolocutor, and the futing of the Convocation. And for 
thoſe who look upen Me or any of my Suffragans, as deſigning to bring 
Convocations, and the Prolacutors thereof into. diſuſe, or to put any 
unreaſonable Reſtraints upon the Lower-houſe, they are greatly 
miſtaken ; and I hope a little time will ſhew them their. Error, and. 
put an end to all ſuch groundleſs Suſpicions, as well as allay the. Heats 
which they have occaſion'd. Such Heats bave given great Scandal and 


+ Offence, even to thoſe who underſtand not the nature of the Contro- 


verſie, but are much concern d, that there ſhould be any differences a. 


meng Aden who are by Profeſſion the Minilters- of the Goſpel of 


Peace: And I am ſorry to find that, in a Paper which came to my 
bands laft night, mark'd Numb. 1. ( jhewing a deſign of the con- 
tinuance it, in.coſe the Con vocat ion ſhould alſo continue to ſit ) 4 


ſtrange method i: laid for giving Publick Intelligence from time to 
time of any differences, that might hereafter ariſe. The Title of it is, 


* A Faithful Account of ſome Tranſstioms in the three laſt Seſſions 


© of- tbe preſent, Convocation. But, as Tam told this morning, it will 


ſpeedily, be jhown in ſeveral particulars, bow far it is from anſwering. 
that Title, eſpecially. in the Relation of what paſsd in a late Com- 
mittee. ben tbe Explications, then directly inſiſted on, ſhall be more 


public iy underſtood, the partialitꝝ of the Writer of this Paper will be 
5 10 leſs public. | . 


Ibeſteeb | 


L 37. ] * 
I brſeech you Brethren to hook forward to the things that make for 
peace, and whereby we may ediſie one another and the efta- 


bliſh'd Church, of which, by the ſingular goodneſs of Gad, we are 
Members: That ſo thoſe Differences, which have continued tos long al- 

ready, may be ſpeedily and happily compos'd : To which end, I bearti- 
ly commend my ſelf and Du to the God of Peace and Unity, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. | 


A great Part of the Clergy were entirely ſatisfy'd with theſe 
Reaſons ; and thought it a Seaſonable Juncure, to have the liber- 
ty of returning to their Churches and Families ; and-there to- 
expect a call, upon any ſuch Emergent Occaſion, as ſhould require 
the choice of a Prolocutor, and the fitting of the Convocation. 
But what is much to be Pity'd, other ſome took up the pretence 
of greater diſcontent ;, and would meet in Hen. VII. Chappel 
two days after, and would reſolve themſelves into a fort of: 
Atem, and choſe a Yoderato2 or Chair- Man to that pur- 

e. 

W the ſame Saturday Morning, the buſie writer comes out 
with another half ſheet markt Numb. 2. calling it, 4 Faithful: 
Account of what paſt in Conwocation Febr. 19. wherein he pretends . 
to give the Effect of bis. Graces Speech, as far as his Memory - 
ferv'd— and makes the Bookſeller advertiſe, that /ince the Letter 
came to the Preſs, a. true Copy of bis Grace's Speech bad been pub- 
| biſkt—which looks ſo much like an Artifice of a certain writer, 
that I perceive many People ſuſpeR it. For his Graces Speech 
delivered on Thurſday was Publiſhed by Friday noon, and the 
half Sheet Numb, 2. was not out till Saturday Morning, be- 
tween which times the writer, 'tis thought, was not fo far from 
the Preſs, nor could a half Sheet. be ſo long in ſetting and wor- 
ing off, as to leave room for ſuch an odd Story. Every: Body 
gueſſes, that the writer had his Grace's printed Speech before 
him; and only throws it upon his Memory, that he may take 
an advantage of concealing or curtailing ſome Parts of it: 

As for Inſtance, he reprefents the Archbiſhop, as ſaying th 
(for abſent Members) to be ſent for up at this time, only to chooſe a 
Prolocutor, would.be-a great bardſhip; when his Grace really ſaid, 
that to ſend for them up, when they are ſo well employ d, Nicexlp 
for the choice of a Pꝛolocutor, without other neceſla- 
ry buſineſs here, wi be a hardſhip to them, and a prejudice to 
their Cures. So where his Grace had ſaid, No Synodical Buſineſs is 
yet by Royal authority laid before the Convocation.. If there were, Vet. 
till the Formulary be better ſettled, 8c. be make his - 
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Grace to ſay, That rbere ſhould be a Formulary, as if his Grace 
meant, not only that there onght to be one, but that there like- 
wiſe ſh auld be one, and that, as he ſuggeſts, impoſed upon the Lower 
Houſe without their Conſent, Numb. 2. p. 3 —Again, where his 
Grace had ſaid, There are likewiſe Appearances of à fpeedy winding 
up of Publick Affairs ; He makes him ſay, That the Publick Buſi- 
meſs alſo was near winding up: As if his Grace had turn'd the 4p- 
pearance into a poſitive 4ſſertion. There be other Inſtances of 
Diſingenuity in this Writer's reporting the Effet of his Grace's 
Speech, upon Memory, as he pretends, and tis well if nothing 
elle fail'd him. 

I will not meddle with his other Surmiſes, nor with his great 
Expect ance of proceeding forthwith to tbe Choice of a Prolocutor, &c. 
I muſt agree with you, that there was not altogether ſo much 
Credit gain'd to the Church by lat Election; conſidering that 
a Majority (tho? but of ſix) carried it againſt the eminent Dr. 
Beveridge, whoſe Affections to the Church of England can be as 
lictle queſtion'd, as his Learning and Exemplary Life. Indeed, 
ſince that time, the Conduct of Dr. Beveridge, and Dr. Hayy, 
bas been ſo particularly applauded by the oppoling Members ; and 
their Prudence and Moderation has been ſaid to be ſo Jam up- 
on thoſe who join'd with them; that any indifferent Perſon 
would think it natural for both ſides of the Houſe, to agree in 
a Prolocutor of ſuch an excellent Character. But yet if the 
Praiſes of their Moderation ſhould have gain'd them no Friends, 
it would have been an unhappy Sign, that things are not yet 
ripe for Accommodation and Peace. For a happy Seaſon of 
it, I think we may allow his Grace to deliberate, and to judge 
of any emergent Occaſion, of which we ſhall have Notice ſent to 
our reſpective Cures ; where it is our Duty to attend, and mote 
eſpecially between this and Eaſter. Wt | | 

The Poſtſcript of Numb 2. does indeed ſuggeſt, That if a 
certain Number of the Clergy ſhould be abſent, then this Emer- 
gency would be made to ar;/e, and Advantage would be taken 
of their Abſence. Certainly this Suggeſtion could have never 
dropt, but from ſome little Spirit exercis'd in Art and Circum- 
vention : The Honour and Integri:y of his Grace can never 
fall under ſuch a rude Suſpicion. | | 

There is but one thing more,that is obſervable in the laſt Account 
Numb. 2. which is, That the Writer bas not bad leiſure to con- 
ſult the Fournal for their Lordſhips Anſwer to the Complaint againſt 
the Biſhop of Satrum : But when be bas, he will give his Friend 
the Sence of it, and poſſibly that of the whole Houſe, before their Cor- 

reſpon- 


39 ] 
reſpondenee end;. This Promiſe of NUMb, 3. is not yet come to 
my Hands; and ſo I ſhall do no more at preſent, than give you 
my true Copies of the Complaint and Anſwer 5 which are as 

ollow: by 


The Complaint of the Lower Houſe of Convocation againſt 
the Lord Biſhop of Sarum for Breach of Priviledge, in the 
Perſon of Dr. Woodward, Prolocutor ; exhibited in the 
Upper Houſe, on February 9. 1701. 


To the Moſt Reverend his Grace the Lord Archbiſfiop of 
Canterbury ; and the Right Reverend the Biſhops, his 
Suſfragans, in the Upper Houſe of Convocation, 


The Humble Addreſs of the Clergy of the Province of Canterbury, 
aſſembled in the Lower Houſe of the ſaid Convocation. 


8 WT it is the ancient undoubted Right of every Per- 
0 ſon ſummdn d to the Convocation of this Province by 
© His Majeſty's Writ, and your Grace's Mandate thereupon, to 
© be Privileged from all Suits, except for Breach of the Peace, 
* during the time of its Aſſembling. And whereas it appears 
© to us,, That the Reverend Dr. Robert Woodward, Dean of Sa. 
rum, a known Member of this Houſe, and alſo Prolocutor of 
* it, is at this time [or has lately been] proſecuted, by the Order 
© of the Right Reverend Gilbert Lord Biſhop of Sarum, in a cer- 

© tain Cauſe of pretended Contempt and Diſobedience; and 
that George Frome, lately the Proctor of the ſaid Dean in this 
© Cauſe, was on Tueſday the 27th, or Wedneſday the 28th of Ja. 
* nuary laſt, Admoniſh'd in the ſaid Lord Biſhop's Conſiſtory, 
© to appear and anſwer in it on the Tueſday following; which 
© Days are within the time of the ſitting of this preſent Convo- 
cation. We the Clergy of the Lower Houſe of Convocation 
* being aggrieved in this Fact, not only by the unlawful Mole- 
© ſtation of a Member of our Houſe, but by the Injury offered 
© to the whole Body of the Convocation, in the Perſon of the 
© Referendary between the two Houſes of it, do humbly be. 
ſeech your Grace, and your Lordſhips, ſo effectually to deal 
with the Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of Sarum, that the 
© ſaid Prolocutor may be freed from this unlawful Vexation, and 
that the Rights of the particular Members of Convocation, and 


the Honour of the whole Body, ſo publickly violated by ſo emi- 
nen 
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nent a Member of it, may not ſuffer by the ill Example, but 
may have ſome proper Repar ation made; ſuch as 


your Lord- 
* ſbips in your Wiſdom and Juſtice ſhall think fic. 13 


The Anſwer of the Mo Reverend the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and 
bus Suffragans of the Upper Houſe , to the Addreſs of the Lower 
Howe, brought up by the Prolocutor on the gth of February. 


| © HE Archbiſhop, as Preſident of the Convocation, toge- 
ther with his Brethren and Suffragans, will always take 
Care to maintain the juſt Rights of the Lower Houle, and par- 
ticularly their Privilege of Exemption from Suits. 

And therefore having upon occaſion of this Addreß enqui- 
* red into the Matter of Complaint againſt the Lord Biſhop of 
Serum contained therein, they have received this Account of 
* the Matter of Fact, from the ſaid Biſhop of Sarum : That the 
Proceedings againſt Dr. Woodward, as Rector of Peu, (now 


c 
6 
t 
* 


the Reſerendary of the Lower Houſe) were begun at a time 


* When there was no Privilege : And that upon the opening 
* of this preſent Convocation, his Lordſhip did order his Chan- 
* cellor to put a Stet upon the Cauſe ; by whom he is aſſured, 
* That notwichſtanding no Privilege was pleaded, nor ſo much 
as any Motion made to ſuſpend further Proceedings, he did 
* nevertheleſs put a Stet upon it. Nor was there any Citation 
* or Proceſs decreed againſt the ſaid Doctor, ſince the opening 
of this Convocation, This being the State of the Caſe ; 

The Archbiſhop, and his Brethren, cannot fee what ground 
there was for Complaint ; and think you had done well, to 
have been better aſſured, that the Matter was ſuch as it was 
* repreſented to you; before you had charged ic with the hard 
Terms of an uniaw/ul Moleſt at ion, and Vexation, and demanded 
© Reparation upon it, Whereas by this Miſrepreſentation of the 
* Biſhop's Proceedings in this Caſe, it pl.inly appears to whom 
* Reparation ought to be made. 

It would be too large a Story to give you the Riſe and Proſe- 
cution of this warm Complaimt, and the ſevefal. Debates upon it 
in the Lower Houſe. I am the more tender in the Matter, he- 
cauſe the plaineſt Relation of it would affect che Veracity of a 
Perſon now deceaſed .; who has thereby a Title io have many 
Parts of this Cauſe to be kept in Silence. The Writer indeed 
of the Numbred Papers has undertaken to give bu Sence of it, and 
that of the whole Houſe, before the Correſpondence ends : And ſeems 


to promiſe, that he will then account for thoſe Surmiſes which 


Peopye 


- 
| 3: 
© BE... 
. in relation to that Matter. When I ſee this Paper that 
mult be Numb. 3. I will then ſend you the whole State of this 
Controverſie; where the diſcovery of many things will be owing 
to the Indiſcretion of thoſe that call for it. I am at preſent of 
the Opinion, that there needs no more to Vindicate « Juſtice 
of his Lordſhip's Proceedings, than barely to publiſh the two 
foregoing Papers. 

I conclude here, with the comfortable Proſpe& of Peace and 
Concord in the next fitting Convocation. For all that we can 
further wiſh, is what his Grace has recommended to us, That 
© the Formulary may be better ſettled, and ſo the Buſineſs not 
© be interrupted by Debates about Methods of Proceeding 3 that du- 
© ringa Receſs good Progreſs may be made in that Matter. —That 
the Members of both Houſes will contribute their Endeavours to- 
* wards the Good Work. That ſo thoſe Differences which have 
* continu'd too long already, may be ſpeedily and happily com- 
© posd : To which end he heartily commends Himſelf and Bre- 
l y=_ to the God of Peace and Unity through Teſm Chriſt our 

Lord. 


March 3. 1701. 


* 
** 


Your Afeckionate Friend. 


* 
r 


ER R AT A. 
Page 8. I. 26, dele And Seal. 


N "WI A 
exc... 4. 
* 


—— 
— === * 


— — 


_ 


— 


* 
4 
—— 


— 
— 


5 
— 


2 
— - 2 
— 


— 


_ 
oo 


. 


* 


* | 
bo 
. 
H 
N 


Ar p_—_— 


= 
- 
* * 
' 
” : 
7 : 4 ; 
* 
* — 
- - 
= 
i 
4 4 * 
- 
- 
7 
: 
N . 
| 
: 
- 
* D 
- 
* 
S, 1 
. 
a 
* 14 * CE 4 : © & 1 
* : 
— 7 -4 , 
oY - 4 & , 
2 „ . 1 7 ba - 
1 
4 18 . 


* 
22 
- 
- 

l „ 
4 
- 
8 
— 
o 
— 
* 


4. 


3 * - ' % ; N 
: 4 Y , 1 G I * br. 3 4 — 1 | 4 
* ? bh «a : 


* & 


_: _—_— 4 : 5 
. 6. - 
* * — 0 1 * 
, ” =—y 7 
: - 
9 * — * — 4 - 
2 8 
a. 
* 
v4 
* 
o 
, C 
* - 
V4 
* 
* 
E 


s 


4 
, a ft : 
8 4 - * * 
142 -5 <&\ L \ V4. 
- * - =, 


7 


Oo ů — on —— ——õ— 50 


N 1 1 . d 
ed 50 
002 b "11; Fg 45 

> yiing 3-7 Fay "bi wok: Soft,” 
CJ ban 25 i > 9 $641 9 1111 


2 bak 44s of 1.2 20H 


1 


4 


ms i= 
N 
0 


1 


